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FAITHFUL MEMOIRS - 
Of the Celebrated. | 


M iſs Annabella Parſons, 


Late Miſtreſs to he | 
(LETS of. e 


NNABELLA PARSONS, 4 
the heroihe of this * 
was the daughter af a 5 

Z ter Taylor, in Bond-ſtre 

2 man, who the not rich, had 5 
withal to live comfortably, and give 
his children agenteel education, An- 

nabella was the delight of her pa- 
rents ; her beauty fr 

fondnels, and . ſprightly wit ſhe 

diſcovered i proportion as ſhe grew 
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attracted eie 5. 


up, ſerved ae it. Being en⸗ as 


dowed with the moſt diſtinguiſhing ws 
W her * W to * 


a * 
= _ 

bs 
: + 
1 
4 


r 1 „ 
* m — ——————— — — 


. 
- — . 2 
"I ͤ—— — — 2. Mans at > bs 
— 2 


* PP " 


” > 2 * 
n colt to proc ure her Every accom- 
Plihment of which her mind ſeemed 
"ſuſceptible; At fifteen years old, ſhe 
ſpoke the F rench and Italian langua- 


ges with ſo great propriety, that (he 


was often miſtaken for a native of 
thoſe countries, She danced, ſung, 
and played on the ſpinnet to admita- 
tion. _ Her father therefore reſolved 


ile ſhould? marry no tradeſman, ſay- 
ing that a Woman with ſuch valu- 


_ endowmen:s, was a "treaſure no 
lebeian ought to poſſeſs. _ His ex- 
ted notions of gentility perfealy 

Tolncideg With his Musi inclina- 

tiohs; She, who ſcarce confleſcended 

to ſpeik'to the ſervant who attended 

Her, could not ſtoop flow as'to fix 

her heart on 1 huſband, whoſe bread 


miſt depend on the Tomplaiſance 


with which he treated every one, tbo 
ever ſo much beneath him, who fre- 


1 85 vented his ſhop. The ideas ſhe 


ad 1 oi 35 her nd e 
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* flattering, hope ſhe enters: 
raed of making a. figure in high 
life, made her firmly reſolye not to 
liten to any man's addreſſes, Who, 
(if not a nobleman), could not; at 
leaſt allow, her an equipage. All oo 
equals were offended. at her pt 
and thoſe who would have 4 
themſelves happy in the poſſeſſion of 
ſo much beauty, rejoiced that they 
were deſpiſed by her, as they clearly: 
ſoreſaw ho much het thirſt after 
nobility, and the ſcorn with which 
ſhe treated thioſe who were not born 
to a title, would. embitter that hap- 
 pineſs, which 7 eve to be the 
companion of conjugal ſtate. 
That. nothing ; might be Waänting to 
complete het edi ation, they reſolv d 
to ſend: her to Paris, under the care 
of a governeſs, a native of that city«_ 
and 1 an income much 
ſuperior to their fortune, which in- 
yolved e in 3 never 

5 2 after 


% 


1 


#.£4 
afterwards ſutmounted: The reader 


may eaſily i imagine what an effect the 
brilliancy o the French court, ihe 


_cringing complaiſanee of the gentle- 


men, and the eager deſire the ladies 
ſhetyed to Mee the honour of her 
acquaintance, muſt have on the mind 
of Annabella, She was in Taptures 
at 'the number of billet- deux ſhe 
conſtantly 1 received. - To ſee a lover 


fall proſteste at her feet, uttering 


— 4 and imprecations Bewir to riſe 
again, but fall a mattyr to her beau- 
ty, unleſs ſhe would indulge him 


With ker hand; to hear of duels 


fought on e ſo enchanted 
her imagination, as made her wiſh 
never to wake Sea, the golden 
dream She ſtudiouſly concealed 
her-obſcure, birth, -and--pretended 


that ſhe W. 8 a lady of high rank, 


who had run away from her parc nts, 
to avoid marrying one ſlie could ne- 


me 1 and W refuſed to di- 
co vet 


RE «> WY 1 
edver her real name and quaſitys in 
order to: catry 0h the deceit, Nh 

ater ſecurity. In this ſhe was - 
ited by het tuioreſs, who hoped to 


be well. rewardgd-'for het ſ@crecy, 
whenever the young: lady. became a 


reſt of her. admirers,” there was ont, 
to whoſe , prteſtations of love ſhe 
ſeemed to 
all the teſt}. Ile gyas about 25 years 
ald, of (A; addreſs, and every 
way to merit the good: a- 
ces o anty woman of lefs vanity. — 

her, whom in the tranſports. of- Mis 
100 he called the empreſs of Bis 


ry the deaths of, his father, a rich. 
. wine nierchant of that city, had in- 
herited a 


through, and to avoid the. borrers bf 
« priſon, with Which be was threap- 
cned by his e fled to whe 

ere 
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ducheſs or a cqunteſs, -Amgng.the 


pay more attention than to 


He wis a native of Na 2ples, 8 


plentiful fortune, which in 
about three years time he had run 


£4726 )Þ - 
here he turned (harper; and was 
often indebted to his wit to procure 
nim a dinner. He had for ſome time 
conſidered Annabella as his prey, but 
could not deviſe any means to exe- 
cute his deſign of dtawing her in to 
3 him, intending to retrieve his 
broken fortune with the ue 
tion he imagined ſhe had. After te. 
veral project which he revolved in 
his mind, he at length hit on x 
ſeheme, which at firſtſeemied to pro- 
miſe great ſuebeſs. Being convinced 
there was no acceſs to her to be 
- Hoped for, unleſs he appeared in the 
chiaer of a man 3 y, he 
reſolved to 3 her Ader that 
title. Toe this end; he beſpoke ſee 
ml ſuits Gf cloathb; the ' Hleheft that 
could be made, hiredledgings in the 
genteeleſt quarter of (be ton, took 
ante Wp a number of ſervants, 
ul} of Rem he ga de ne w liveties, 


tered „„ made 


and 


05 7 £ 
and had every thing elſe ſuitable io 


the dignity he had aſſumed. He 
eaſily uad credit with the different 
artificers, * who were very ready. to 
truſt bim, as he had promiſed to 
pay them the day of his marriage, 
without even examining their bills. 
Thus equipped, and concealing his 
true name, he went every. day do 
court, Pi at all publick places, 
end took every opportunity of ogling 
- ber wherever he pp her. She, ſtruck 
ed wich his brilliant appearance, Was 


be Wl 'very anxious to know who that fine 


he gentleman ' Was, who, as her vanity 
he Wl made her believe, was ſo deeply in 
hat A love with her, and reſolved to Jet no 
e- opportunity flip of giving him to 
1 underſtand that ſhe, was as much ta- 
the 


ken with him as he was with her. 
How t bring about an interview. 


to him was too indelicate a ſte 
She therefore conſulted her gover- 
B 4 nante, 


was the grand difficulty: to write 
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draw Him to their houſe, or lay Him 


d "of hint filled her with ſo much pter- 
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AS 
na nte, . who having been a woman of 
intrigue in her youth, was beſt qua- 
"lified to give her advice. It was agreed 
on between them that they mult firſt 
find out Where he aged, and then 
contrive ſame. ſtratagem either to 


under a neceſſity of inviting them to 
| bis, and this, as it were, by acci- 
dent. Tg, eff, this, one Sundaf, 
baving dreſſed herſelf in her fineſt 
- Claths, the went to church, accom. 
- Panied by her old tutoreſs. Her lover, 
40 impatient as "the for an oppottu- 
"nity of ſpeaking to her, was there 
2 5 there being a great number of 
le, and the weather very bt, 
15 faiated. away. and was with dif. 
faulty carried out into,the air,” Her 
Adonis fetlowed. her as faſt as the 
* crowd} would permit kim, and: juſt 
* #rrived as ſhe recovered The Got 


Tus thx ſhe V near Beben again, 
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| . Ovcejayed at favoufable a rencon- 


tre, he reſolved to make; the beſt ule 


be could. af it, and cheteſorg Was 


very officious in recoveting the, dif- 
treſled lady. from her in ipoſitiy. 
When ne Was come to herlelf, he 
jablted on waiting on her. 10 her 
coach, which ſhe w.th,difficulty con- 
ſented to, and in return for his ciyili- 
ties, condeſcended to FG, .at his 
' earneſt; delire, kits he d at 
gr his e al 25 


4255 to dodge her hame, While he 


repaired to his lodgings,. and wrote 
the following bombaſtic Jetter, which.. 
he Ton hs the next W be 


«« Queen. of bene [and emroſ. 


_ of my foul, _ 
6 Yeſterday's interview. has. kind- 
led a flame in i breaſt. which nei- 


tber time nor ablence can ever exi- 
guiſh, - 1 feel it every moment en- 


* to that degree, that I fl. al” 
B.-5. ſoon 


6 — — 
, - 


FT 10 ) 


Toon fall a victim to your ceheſtial 


Charms, O! divine creature, 'tis 


Nom you alone I expect, or hope 


relief. You cannot, will not deſpiſe 
the earneſt requeſt of a poor mor- 


tal, who 1s dying for love of your 
*beauteons ſelf. Pity your expiring 
flave, and Jet him rejoice that you 


1 to compafſionate his ſuf- 
ferings. If you ſhould ſtill be crucl, 
and Tefuſe to biſten to the c ics 
of woe, the fivord ſhall inſtantly 


put an end to the miſerable life of, 


Jerovimo the wretched, de la 
Potetta ". my” 


#1 


This letter, though her hat 
thrifſed wir joy at the receipt of it, 
ſhe did not think proper to. anſwcr 
in quite fo favourable a manner 35 


the writer of it expected. She was 
"unwilling to drive him to deſpair, 
-altho' at the ſame time ſhe gave him 
no farther room to hope, than was 
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conſiſtent with the decorum every 
woman, who values her character, is 
obliged to obſerve. She therefore 
gave hin leave to viſit her, provid- 
ed he did not abuſe that liberty, by 
exceeding the bounds of decency 
and good manners. Tranſported 
with this anſwer, he addreſſed her 
a ſecord time in terms, Which 
the "molt" piercing underſtanding 
could not ſuſpect of deceit, ſigniſy- 
ing his reſolation of dying, rather 
than'g Boe her the leaſt cauſe of com- 
plzint. © A meeting was fixed at her. 
lodgings, three days after, - whither 
the marquis (as he called himtelf? 
went, attended only by one ſervant. 
For greater privacy, hz entered by the 
garden door, and. that every thing 
might be conducted vnth the great- 
eſt ſecrecy, ſhe diſpenſed with: her 
ſervant's atient ance on that occaſion, 
and ſufftred only her governante 
to be preſent. She began the eon 
B 6 verſation, 


7 612 
verſation, by ſaying, © ſhe hoped ke 
Would not entertain a falſe opinion 
. of her virtue frem her conſenting to 
_this interview), which | gratitade tor 
Bis polite behaviour, when ſhe faint- 
; ed away in the church, had induce; 
her to permit; thut ſlie was ſenſible 
ibe cenſor ous world would cou. ſtrueæ 
ber conduct in this feſpect into a 
ant of delicacy, and, as ſhe valucd 
er reputation above every thn.g 
Elte,. the could not bear the thoughts 
ol becoming the talk of che whole 
City, which would certainly be the 
cgoniequence, if ever it ſbould be 


> known, that ſhe admitted viſis from 
| * | men of his trank, who (culd not be 
1 ſuppoſrd to ſrequent her houſe with- 
mut ſome defigy. on her virtue.“ He 


1 bugged of het to be under ne p- 
. M Renſions on that ccccunt, for us 
28 bas intentions were Polcurstle, fc 
= might with the greateſt ſaſeiy allow 
"ih mn to cume to fre her; an 


that 


8 

mat, ſuppoſing their correſpondence 
ſhould be difcovered, it might (il! 
de continued without the leaſt injury 
to her character, as he might paſs 
tor a relation e ſhe accidentally. 


met at Paris, whoſe family wis o. 


- nearly connected with hers, that ſhe 
was obliged to condeſcend to Bis. 


visits. Ann bell was too much in. 


love with him, not to be caſily per- 
ſuaded, that every thing he advanc- 


ed was true, and thereto e made. no. 


ſeruple of giving him a general invi- 
tation to her houſe, as often as. He 
pleaſtd. "This was all. he wanted, 
and he reſolved to behave in fuck, a 
manner; as to Concitiate ſtill more 
and mote hut affe Qion towards him, 
He took his leave after tea; ſaying, he 
thould ſavn do himſelf the honor 
of paying ber, another viſit, © pro- 
wing that he no longer lived, than 
while: under the benignant influence 


of Ler gracious ſmiles. She now | 
began 
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„The old woman as defirous as Anna 
bella of bringing this affair to 2 
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| beg an to confider what the muſt 
W the to bring about a ſpeedy marriage, 
Which ſhe moſt ardently defired, 
She could think of no ſeafible 
ſcheme” to effect her deſign, and 
thereſore reſolved to be guided en- 
tirely by her governante, who un— 
detto to terminate the affair in a 
few days, She was however, cau- | 
| tioned not to do any thing, which 
might in the leaſt fully her miſ— 
treſſes reputatios. The pretended 
marquis, who at the bottom, Was 
more in love with the fortune he 
imagined the poſſeſſed, than with 
her perſon, was not long before he 
vilited ber again, and was by de- 
grees permitted to take, greater liber- 
ties; and at laſt accompanicd her to 
all places of ; publi 1 TC ſott, and 
was ſcarce ever out of ber company, 


peedy condluſion, hoping to be 
1 » viell 


n 
well re warded for the pains ſhe had 
taken to accompliſh theit! withes 
tod her miſtreſs; ſhe had found ont 


a way . would at one com- 


plete her“ appinels, and ſcreen. her. 
lame from any reflection the world 
might be apt to ciſt on it. This 
p ofound "politician in love affairs, 
went privately to the houſe Where 
her miſtre Regs admirer lodged, and 
told lim, his happineſs was much 
nearer than he imagined,” as the had 
a-projetb in hen head, which would 
very ſoon acchmmplith his defres, 
He was im an extacy at this unex- 
pected good ne we, and preſentechthe 
me ſſenger with ve Touts d'ors. She 
ſaid; her miſtrefs had told Her acquain - 
tance, that the intended very won to 
take a lors journey, and Gould net 
return to Paris for two months; that 
it would be Proper the marquis 
mould be abſent from the town alf, 
and to avoid all ſuſpicion, take a di Te- 
* | reat 
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| rent route; and met her. at. Senlis, 
3 . where they were to be married, and 
- aſterwards come back together and 
declare their marriage. He returned 
za ſuitable antwer to his intended 
ſ, ouſe, and began to prepare to {ct 
ont That be might not be ſuſpect- 
ed by his creditors of having fie on 
account of his debts, he previouſly 
acquainted them with as much of 
the plot as was neeeffary to make 
them eaſy, after he was gone. 1Hav- 


te àynabellz ene cvening told her, 


be would ſet out poſt; the next 


morning before day- break, and at- 


ponited for the falemnization of 


* their nuptials; begg2d ſhe would 


-follow hin ſoon, expreſſed his in- 
7 ; - patience ſor the arrival of that hour, 
We; which Was to, make bim the. hap- 
. pieſt of mankind in the poſſeſſion 


bracing 


75 


' {4ng got every thing ready, he went 


ter d her at the place ſhe had ap- 


e 7 
bracing ber, took his leave. She 
reſolved. not to be long after him, 
and accordingly followed the next 


day, and arrived at Senlis, where 
he impatiently . waited her coming 
four days. As Son as ſhe had re- 
covered the fatigue of her journey, 


they were married. Nothipg cou 4 


vu. their. joy, be, in the notion 


of being maffer of a great fortune, 


and ſhe in being joined in wedlock 


to ſo accompliſhed a gentleman, and 
as ſhe paged a perſon of the firft 


wet 


y-paſſed a anon together in 


kool” oy happineſs. At nach 
they returned to Paris, where they 
'openly. declared, their marriage, and 


were complimented on the 5 
choice they had made of, each her, 


by all their-acquaintance. 115 
His creditors after a ok titus 
brought | in their- bills, and the Gam 
began not yet acquainted 1058 
f e 


( "IF. } 
the true ſtate of his lady's finan- 
appointed them all to meet the 
ey. day. when they ſhould be paid. 
He then diſcover'd hin felf to Anna- 
bella, told her, he had married her 


only to retrieve his fortune ; and 


With the Authority of an imperious 


Huſband, ordered her to ſurrender up. 


the deeds and writings of her 


eſtate,” When the acquainted him 


With her condition, and that the 
ſole obiect of her marrying him, 
Was his title; rage and defpair lo 
far overcame him, as to deprive him 
tor ſometime of his ſpeech. When 
he recovered, he curſed himſelf for 
being. cheated in ſuch a manner, 


and 2 curſed the author of the 


deceit e reſolved, however, that 
as ſhe had pla ed this trick, ſhe 
; N . 8 eye rely for it; and 
accordin 7 that very night he eſ- 
caped 06%, the city, in the habit of 
A poor country fellow, carrying with 

him, 


. 


19 

him, in Nw. and jewels, to the 
amount of near three hundred 
ounds; leaving his dear Anna- 
bella to ſhift as ſhe could. The 
next morning hen ſhe found her 
huſband was gone; ſhe was diſtract - 
ed, not fo much for the loſs of him, 
as of the valuable things he had 
taken with bim; and ſhe had the 

ief to find herſelf left in a large 
Route wich a great number of ſer- 
vants;' and 'only eight lovis d ors in 
caſh; She Was kt a loſs what to do; for 
ſome time ſhe ran about like a mad 


woman, and acted by herſelf the ſame 


ſeene which hudwaſſed, the day before 


between Ker andiher huſband's £ Tired 


at lengthy a 'tavitng, the ſunk into 
an dbow ''chair, [> bd: fell into a 
fwooh 5 ome” ſeryants' who were 
near, inſtantly fan to her aſſiſtante 
end recovered her They laid her 


on a bed, and her grief in ſome meu- 
fore-Fubſiding, ſhe fell aſleep; ' When 
ſhe 


9 

ſhe awoke, the began ſeriouſty to te- 
volve in her mind how ſhe muſt act 
in ſo, critical a ſituation, in order to 
provide for her future ſupport. 

She had, as We have already ob- 
ſerved, been brought up in too gen- 
teel a manner, and was too proud to 


_ | think of ſubmitting to a ſtate of de- 


»pendance for a livelihoodl, She, who 
had always lived im ſylendor and idle- 
neſs, could not brock the humble 
tation of, @ ſervant, and yet. nothiog 
elſe preſented, itfelf to · het imaginz- 
tion. She; reſolved however to quit 
- France at all events, and ſet out for 
England, Where the artiyed with only 
Shalk a guines;| She went directly to 
her patents houſer who received her 
cordiallyn but being under great mil- 
- foxtuned,, brought on them, princi- 
pally by het extravagance in France, 
ey were upablg to: afford ber any 


conſiderable} telief. She now ſaw 


c that/ſhe muſt Work or ſtarve, and 
511 So fe. : WI 
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there about three months, when Mr. 
H 


live with him as his miſtreſs. This 
overture, ſhe was very well pleaſed, 
with, and quitted her fervice imme- 
diately.- He took//genteel lodgings! 
for her in a en. Leiceſter- 
fields, kept two maids and a foot- 
man to wait on her; he indulged her 
in every thing ſhe could deſire, and 
de had no leſs affeftion ' for him. 
) Wl They lived together about three 


months in this ſtate of felicity, when 


bis affairs requiring him to go to 
- MW amaica, he was greatly perplexed 
what to do with her. On one 


y Wand,” as he loved her to diſtracti- 
w oa, he could not think of leaving 
1d ier behind, as he was not certain, 
h whether 


with great reluctancy accepted of a 
chambermald's place in a lady's ſa- 
mily near St. James's. She had lived 


, a Weſt- India captain and 
merchant fell in love: with her, and 
offered her a handſome ſettlement to 


addreſſes of ſome other enamorato 


he ſuffered on her account, by deſir- 


ing it her fixed reſolution to follow 


being in'readinels, they embarked on 


ever (een, The ſeſteem the iflanders 


| (- 8 
whether ſhe would not liſten to the 


in his abſence}; on the other, he was 
unwilling to expoſe her to the incon- 
veniencies of a long voyage. She 
however eaſed / him of the anxiety 


ing kim to take her with him, declar- 


him in another ſhip, in caſe he re- 
fuſed to comply with her deſire of 
accompanying him. He conſented 
to guant ther requeſt, and all things 


board a ſhip, of which he was the 
owner; in the Downs, and arrived in 


ix weeks at the deſired port. The 
- Inhabitants) of Jamaica were ſtruck 


with her beauty, good ſenſe, and en- 
gaging behaviour, and there was not 
one who did not allow her to be the 
molt accompliſhed woman they had 


entertained of Annabella, howev! 
4 5110 . Fol 77 plead! 
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pleaſing tc her, was notwithſtanding, 
a ſubject of great uneaſineſs to him: 
He now repented that he had brought 
her thither, and feared he ſhould be 
robbed of what he called his ſoul's 
treaſure, in a place, where he hoped 
to keep it with greater ſecurity. He 
reſolved therefore to keep 4 ſtrict eye 


over her conduct, and never to fuf- 


fer her to go any where, unleſs he 
went with her. Notwithſtanding 
her keeper's' vigilance, ſhe” found 
means ſometimes to receive and pay 
viits unknown to him, as he''was 
obliged now and then to be two or 
three days abſent, which opportuni- 
ties ſhe always took care to improve. 
Being forc'd to go to Port Royal on 
urgent buſineſs, where he expected 
to ſtay a fortnight, he expreſſed his 
earneſt defire that ſhe would: admit 
few or no viſitors during his abſence, 
promiſing to return as ſopn as poſſi- 
ble, and in the mean time to take 
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| . x 
every-occaſion of writing to her. He 
fet out perfectly ſatisfied with the 
aſſurances ſhe gave him of obſerving 
his injunctions. EX 6s 
9 There was a lady called Mrs. B—, 
. Who lived at a plantation not far 
jt . from Mr. H -'s, Who charmed 

7 with Annabella's engaging behavi- 

dur, had contracted an intimacy with 
her. She had a nephew, who often 
went with her to Mr. H —86 


1 e Was ſo captivated 
== with aa tome 's beauty, that he em- 


braced all:opportunities of ſceing her. 
He had often (endeavoured, though 
without ſucceſs, ta obtain a private 
interview, aud , rejoicing that Mr, 
Has not at home, reſolved 
. put a ſcheme in execution which 
he had long meditated, but had ne- 
ver yet been able to compleat. His 
aunt had defired her to paſs a few 
days with her at Ber country houſe, 
ſhe, accepted the offer, not in the 
SE | leaſt 
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leaſt ſuſpecting that any bad conſe- 
quence would follow from the inno- 
cent pleaſure ſhe meant to take in 
that excurſion. One afternoon as 
Mrs. B her nephew, and An- 
nabella were ſitting in an arbour, the 
young gentleman contrived an excuſe 
to make his aunt retire; ſhe was no 
ſooner gone, than he threw himſelf 
it the feet of Mr. Hs miſ- 
reſs, told her he was dying for love 
df her, and even proceeded ſo far as 
o ask her to grant him the laſt fa- 
our. Enraged at his behaviour, 
e quitted the arbour, flew to the 
ouſe, acquainted his aunt with it, 
nd vowed ſhe would immediately 
nd Mr. H an account of the 
eatment the had received, who 
ould demand ſatisfaction of the of- 
ender, The lady endeavoured in vain 
d pacify her, urged her nephew's 
outh, and Annabella's irreſiſtible 
warms as excuſes for his behaving in 
at manner. When ſhe found ſhe 
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could not effect a reconciliation, the 
ſuffered her to go away, 

_ Notwithſtanding ſhe had threat- 
ened to acquaint Mr. Haughton with 
what had paſſed, ſhe nevertheleſs 
Judged it moſt prudent, not to be 
over precipitate in keeping her reſo. 
lation for fear ſhe might be cenſured, 
as over delicate, every body knowing 
ſhe was not Mr. Haughton's wife, 
However that Capt. Johnſon might 
not be encouraged to take the ſame 
liberty another time, ſhe reſolved to 
drop acquaintance with Mrs. Brown 
family, and tho! ſhe received ſever; 
letters from them, imploring her for 
giveneſs, and teſtifying the molt in 
tenſe ſorrow for the affront put upd 
her, ſhe nevertheleſs refuſed to re 
_ ceive them, and gave orders that thi 
ſhould be ſent back again unopenc 
At laſt however, ſhe conſented tort 
new the friendſhip ſhe before hel 
with that family, but inſiſted * h 
| | ac kil 
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aſking her pardon in the preſence of 
his aunt, who alſo agreed with her 
in exacting from him this atonement. 
The affair being thus amicably ad- 
juſted, they viſited and received viſits 
from each other as before. One day 
after Mr. Haughton's return home, 
ſhe was aſked to paſs two or three 
days at Mrs. Brown's, and with her 
keeper's conſent accepted of the invi- 


tation. 


The time for her return home be- 
ing near, Mr. H went to fetch 
her, and unluckily arrived juſt as ſhe 
was walking in the garden with Capt. 
. He ſaw her in company with 
one, whom his jealous mind ſuggeſted 
to him was his rival, and without 
allowing himſelf time for reflecti- 
on, ruſhed into the garden with his 
ſword drawn, and bid the young 
gentleman ſtand on his defence, 
upbraiding him for having robbed' 
him of his ſoul's delight, He 
immediately drew, and they en- 
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! _ gaged each other with great fury: 
They had not fought long before Mrs, 
| B-——'s nephew received a danger- 
| ous wound in his breaſt, and fell 
'L down. Mr, H- imagining he 
was dead, walked with great com- 
poſure, as highly ſatisfied with what 
1 he had done, towards the houſe, 
leaving Capt.] „ Who lay 
bleeding on the ground, ordering his 
miſtreſs to follow him, which ſhe re 
[| luctantly did. | 
The firſt perſon they met was the 
old lady, to whom Mr. H—— 
ſaid with great calmneſs, that it 
would be proper to ſend ſome of the 
ſervants to aſſiſt in bringing her ne- 
phew into the houſe, he having met 
with an accident in the garden, which 
had rendered him incapable of com- 
ing alone, Mrs. B Was at a 
loſs to diſcover What Mr. H 
meant, he refuſing to tell her what 
Had happened. She was equally ſur- 
I | prized 
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e 


prized at ſeeing Annabella in tears, 


and the indifference with which the 
Merchant:behaved. At laſt the rid- 


dle was explained by the Captains 
entering the parlour ſupported by two 


or three ſervants. He related the 
cauſe of his being wounded, but ſaid, 
he heartily forgave the aggreſſor, as 
having been tempted to commit that 
raſh action, out of a miſtaken notion 
of his having injured him, which he 
ſolemnly declared was entirely wrong. 
Mr. H went away, rejoicing 
at what he had done, though not till 
he had loaded the whole family with 
reproaches. 

When he came home, he ordered 
Annabella to retire to her chamber, 
where he locked her up, and began 
to exerciſe the greateft cruelties on 
her. He forbid all his ſervants to 
ſpeak to her; except an old black 
negro ſlave who attended her. He 
continually reproached her with falſe- 
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hood to him, and was enraged to hear 
her lament the fate of Capt. John- 
ſon, whom ſhe ſuppoſed to be dead. 
In vain did the atteſt her innocence, 
it only ſerved to aggravate her ſup- 
ed crime; ſhe repreſented to him 
the kindneſs he had formerly treated 
her with ; this was a freſh motive 
for his preſent ill uſage, Deſpairing 
of a reconciliation, and having in 
vain deſired him to let her go 
awzy, ſhe conſidered of a ſtratagem 
to effect that. which her moſt earncſt 
prayers could not obtain. As it was 
neceffary ſhe ſhould communicate her 
intention of eloping to ſome truſty 
friend, who might be inſtrumental to. 
wards he WIG her eſcape ; (be 
was-for ſome time at a loſs to find 
one in whom | ſhe might confide, 
Her chambermaid feemed the pro- 
_ pereſt perſon, who, on being pro- 
miſed an hundred pounds, engaged 
to aſſiſt ker miſtreſs in her ſcheme of 
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going away. Unhappily there was no 
thips in the harbour of Jamaica ready 
to ſail, and any delay might have been 
attended wich fatal conſequences. 
This perplexed the maid for ſome 
time, till at laſt ſhe luckily hit on 
the following expedient. There was 
a veſſel at Montegoe Bay, bound to 
North-Carolina, and another at Sa- 
vanna, deſtined for Cuba. The 
captains of both happened to be 
in Jamaica ; the maid went to each 
of them, and took a paſſage for the 
different ports they were bound to. 
She told the Carolina-Captain, that'a 
young gentleman who had been in 
moſt parts of Europe, deſirous of re- 
turning to England, having ſome 
affairs of conſequence to tranſact at 
North-Carolina, wanted a ſhip to 


carry him thither. To the cir, | 


the told the ſame ſtory, only chang- 
iog the name of the place. She then 
ordered two ſuits of cloaths to be 
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made, one for her miſtreſs, the other 
for herſelf; and when all was ready 
ſhe releaſed her from her confine- 
ment, and they both went off in the 
night, having previouſly obtained the 
keys of the houſe from the ſlave, 
_ kept them, and whom they had 
engaged in their intereft by a promile 
of his liberty, if he would go with 
them, beſides a handſome pecuniary 
reward. They walked to the ſea- 
fide, where a boat waited, which 
carried them to Montegoe Bay. Im- 
mediately after their arrival. there, 
they went on. board the ſhip, and: 
. keptthemſelves as retired as poſſible to 
prevent being diſcovered. They had 
en there five or ſix days when the 
captain haviog ſettled all his concerns 
at Jamaica, repaired to his veſſel ; they 
immediately failed, and with a fair 
wind ſoon. reached the deſired port. 
They found another ſhip at Charles- 


Town, the place where they now 
| were, 


I (2337); 
were, bound to England directly, 
which brought Annabella home to 


her native country. . 


She took lodgings at Mrs. H—'s, 
Perfamer, in Brewer- ſtreet, where 
ſhe had not been long, before ſhe had 
almoſt as many admirers as formerly 
at Paris. Her complexion indeed 
was ſo much impaired by the heat of 
the country ſhe lately. came. from; 
that it was difficult to know: her 
again. She was however careſſed by 
thoſe who could form a right judg- 


ment of the beauties of the mind, 


which were. ſo conſpicuous in her, as 
to make ample amends for the. loſs . 
of her beauty. Among the crowd 
of Votaries who conſtantly frequent- - 
ed her houſe, none pleaſed her ſo 
much as the of ——; He was 
overjoyed at finding her endowed . 
with ſuch amiable qualities, and tho 
already married to a very accom 
Plithed lady, he. reſolved to make 

. Anna 
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Aninabella his miſtreſs. She, who. - 


defired nothing ſo ardently, as to 
live with a man of real nobility, joys 
fully -gave her conſent, and her new 
lover made her remove to his on 


houſe. 


rea that 


time married to the daughter ot Sir 
Henry L---dd—1, a young lady of 
ſuch ſingular beauty, and rare ac- 


compliſhments, as ſeemed calculated 
not only to inſpire a paſſion, but alſo 
to continue it in its vigour. But 
however deſerving the might be of 
his love, the more powerful charms 
of his new miſtreſs gradually weaned 
his affections from her, inſomuch, 
that what he formerly took ſo great 
delight in, he now began to loath. 


This her Grace plainly perceived, 


and was vexed that the D „ who 


before he ſaw Annabella was ſo paſ- 
 fionately fond of her, had taken ſuch 


a diſlike) to her, In vain did ſhe en- 
+ © a deavour 
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deavour to learn the motives of his 
preſent behaviour to her, from bis 
own mouth; he always declined giv- 


ing her that ſatisfaction. To heighten | 


her grief, he was very ſeldom in her 
company, and ſcarce ever Was at 
home at the ſame time that ſhe was; 
he had ſeparate Apartments from 
hers, and carried himſelf towards- 


her in every reſpect, with ſo. great 


indifference, as plainly ſhewed that 
he only wanted by acting in this 


manner, to excite her hatred againſt 


him, as he had before conciliated her 
affection. The L—— fon the con- 


trary, that he might have no excuſe 


to plead in his own. behalf, did all 
that lay in her power to reclaim him, 
and therefore carefully fought every: 
occaſion to ſee him and talk to him; 
flattering; herſelf that he would at 
leaſt have, been moved by this ſhew 
of duty and love. But all her hopes 
were. frultrated ;. ſhe was now be- 
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come irkſome to him, and he would 
gladly have embraced any opportu- 
nity of being ſeparated from her. As. 
her conduct was in every reſpect un- 
exceptionable, he was puzzled to 
find out a way of compaſling his de- 
tgns, and therefore, as he had de- 
termined to part with her, inſinuated 
to her father, that he had cauſe to 
fuſpect her virtue, as ſhe was become 
leſs ſolieitous to pleaſe: him than be- 
fore, and frequently failed in her 
reſpect towards him, in the moſt eſ- 
ſentia} points. Her father, whoſe 
ode many of the D made 

im believe all that was advanced 
to his daughter's prejudice, promiſ- 
ed to interpoſe his authority, in or- 
der to effect a reformation in her. 
He accordingly: went to her, related 
what the D — had told him, and 
expoſtulated with her in the warm- 
eſt terms, on the duty a wife owes 
her huſband. She endeavoured to 
perſuade her father, that _— 

— 2 n 
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Been ſaid againſt her was utterly falſe, 
and offered to prove in many inſtan- 
ces her own innocence. He was deaf 
to all her reaſons, which he conſi- 


dered as palliations of her guilt, and 
threatened to diſowyn her for his child, 


if ſhe did not for the future act ſo 
as to give the D no reaſon of 
further complaint. Thus perplexed, 
and unable to determine how ſhe 
ſhould proceed in this critical ſitua- 
tion, ſhe at laſt reſolved to write to 
him, gently reprimanding him for his 
unkindneſs to her, and told him, 


chat as life would become a burthen 
to her, if a final ſeparation. between 
them ſhould enfue, that he would. 


willingly own herſelf guilty of what- 
ſoever he accuſed her, and earneſtly 
begged he would return her a kind 
anſwer. The D. was pleaſed at 
receiving this letter, as the contents 


of it were ſuch as would juſtiſy his 


condutt towards her. He immedi- 
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ately parted from her, and ſhewed 
her letter to thoſe who cenſured his 
conduct, as a plain proof that ſhe 
deſerved the worſt treatment. Anna- 
bella, though ſhe could not applaud 
him for acting in this manner, re- 
joiced that ſhe had ſo great an aſ- 
cendency over him, as to make him. 
put away his own wife on her ac- 
count. He grew ſo ſond of her that 
he ſeem'd to have no enjoyment when 
out of her company, and ſhe had 
fo far gained his affections, as to make 
him grant her any favour ſhe requeſt- 
ed of him. She made uſe of this. 
advantage to promote Mr, H—g—e 
to be a meſſenger to the D— of 
Port--Il—d, then Lord. Chamberlain, 
and he afterwards, thro' her means 
was made meſſenger extraordinary to 
the D— on his being appointed firſt 
L--d of the T--y. She Was alſo very 
kind to her poor relations, and fre- 
quently. obtain. d ſuch plepiiful fup- 
Plies of money an her keeper, as 


Were 
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were a comfortable relief to them in 
their neceſſitins, Sne accompanied 
the D--- every where, and her polite 
behaviour, goc d ſenſe, and affability, 


gained her the eſte em of all thoſe 
whom ſhe viſited. 


There were not wanting ſeveral 
amongſt the nobility, who envied the 
bappineſs the D enjoyed in the 
company of Annabella, and who 
ſighed for an opportunity of partak- 
ing of tlie ſame enjoyment. Lord 
M- ch however fucceeded the beſt 


in his defign ;- ſhe had ſeen him ſe- 


veral times, and had entertained a 
paſſion for him, before ever he had 


made her any overtures on that - 


head He took the opportunity of 
writing to her, painted his love for 
her in terms which expreſſed the 
warmeſt affection, and entreated her 
10 allow bim the liberty of viſiting 
her in the D- s abſence. This dhe 
donſented to, and my Lord ſtudiouſſy 

5 improved 
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improved every opportunity of ſeein 
her. As he was very intimate with 
the D---, ſhe went often with him 
to his Lordſhip's houſe, and be placed 
fo great confidence in her, that he 
often left them alone togethet in pri- 
vate. Tis true no ladies were. ever 
_ "preſent at theſe tete a tetes, their 
converſation being uſually ſuch, as is. 
offending to a modeſt ear. They were 
ſo ſucceſsful in their amours, that 
they often privately met together, 
unknown to the. D „Who did 
not at all ſuſpect their intimacy. 
They continued their intrigue fot 
near half a year, when Lord M- -ch, 
whom ſatiety had cloyed, began to 
look for ſome new beauty to make a 
conqueſt of. Miſs P had too 
much penetration not to ſee this, and 
was very uneaſy on that account. 
She perceived the ardour of my 
Lord's paſſion for her was much 
abated, and that he was anxious for 
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an occaſion. of breaking of that cor- 
reſpondence which had hitherto ſub- 


ſiſted between them. Her anger on 


this account was inexpreſſible, and 
ſhe conceived an implacable hatred. 
againſt her, whoſe ſuperior beauty 
had captivated. h's Lordſhip's heart. 
Fearing however, leſt the D ” 
whom ſhe moſt tenderly loved, ſhould. 
be apprized of what had paſſed be- 
tween her and Lord M---ch, ſhe was, 
forced to hide her reſentment, and 
be content to reproach him of his. 


infidelity to her, and forbid him her. 


preſence. 


About this time, a report prevailed* 
was going to be re- 


that the D 
conciled to his Lady. the conſe- 
quence of which would be, that An- 
nabella would.lofe her keeper. The 
terrible apprehenſions this gave her, 
were greater than can be imagined: 
She fell dangerouſly ill of a fever, 
and. all that could be ſaid, could not 
K n prevail. 
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prevail on her to diſbelieve what had 
been ſo confidently aſſerted; a me- 
lancholy reſignation to her hard fate 
ſucceeded, and ſhe reſolved to quit 
England once more, a country in 
which ſhe had been ſo ill uſed, and 
without even acquainting the D. — 
with her deſigns, ſet out for Paris in 
Jan. 1768. She remained in France 
near three months, and endeavoured 
as much as poſſible to forget her 
ſorrows; That place, which the 
firſt dime ſhe was there, had afforded 
her ſo much pleaſure, had now no 
allurements to engage her; ſhe look'd 
on that city where ſhe had before 
paſſed her time ſo agreeably, as her 
place of baniſhment; although there 
were not wanting thoſe, who attract- 
ed by her beauty, ſtrove to ſooth her 
grief, by proteſtations of the ſincereſt 
love, yet ſhe look'd on all they ſaid 
as mere bombaſt, prcceeding from 
the volatile temper of the French. 
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A new motive of vexation was the 


decay of her charms, which as we 


have ſaid were greatly impaired by 
the heat of the climate-vf Jamaica. 
Her continual fretting brought on 
her a fever which laſted three weeks, 
and which was ſo violent, that ſhe 


lay at the point of death. The D 


was ever preſent to her imagination, 
ſhe continually call'd on his name, 
reproached him with unkindneſs to 
her, to him ſhe aſcribed the loſs of 
that tranquility of mind ſhe before 
enjoyed, and ſaid every thing that 
grief and rage is apt to ſuggeſt to 
one, who is injured in the moſt ten- 
der point. She reſolved to write to 
him as ſoon as ever her illneſs would 
permit her to do ſo, and abcut a 
week after ſhe had quitted her bed, 
which ſhe had hitherto kept, ſhe 
bo him the following very pathetic 
Fitter, 


cc My 
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* My Lord, | 
* Your Lordſhip cannot but be 
ſenſible of the ſevere pangs, a heart 
ſo entirely yours as mine, muſt feel 
at your cruel behaviour, I fooliſhly 
imagined myſelf alone capable of 
rivetting- your affections, but find to 
my ſorrow, you are fickle and incon- 
"ſtant as the wind, Could you ſup- 
poſe I ſhould long ſurvive this treat- 
ment? No: I ſhall ſhortly be no 
more, and then you will be at liberty 
to make your addreſſes to any one 
elſe you pleaſe; but oh! take heed 
my Lord, how you wrong any other 
woman, on whoſe credulity your 
flattering tongue may ſo far impoſe 
as to make her believe you love her 
above the reſt of her ſex; for ſhe 
will not put up with ſo great an in- 


fult, with the ſame calmneſs which IF 
I have, My ſpirits are too much if + 
exhauſted to let me write a longer o 
| letter: MW h 
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letter: I ſhall therefore cloſe this 


with deſiring you to reflect on your 
paſt conduct, and the unhappy ſtate 


it has reduced me to. Think on her 


whom in your tranſports you called 
your only joy; and conſider that you 
have made her completely wretched. 
Do not at leaſt forget me entirely, 
but ſometimes remember the wretch» 
ed A. PARSONS.” 
Paris, Feb. 18, 1768. 


The D--- on receiving this epiſtle, 


was moved to great pity for the ſuf- 


ferings of his charmer, and reſolved 
to give that heart cauſe of joy, which 
had been ſo familiar with grief. He 
wrote an anſwer filled with expreſſi- 
ons of the greateſt tenderneſs, proteſt- 
ing that what had been ſaid concerning 
his being reconciled to his wife was en- 
tirely groundleſs and that the ſtory had 
only been raiſed to induce her to leave 
him, and make ſome rival whom her 
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to come once more and live with 


ſafety commit herſelf: He concluded 


thought to his prejudice, but to reſt 


ſatis faction that could be expected 
from its pleaſing contents; and her 
mind, which of late was ſo troubled, 


She grew perfectly well in a few 


6 

beauty had made a conqueſt of, hap- 
py in the enjoyment of her irreſiſt- 
ible charms. He ſwore he would 
never abandon her, - and entreated her 


him; bid her draw on him immedi- 
ately for 1o0ol. and only wait till a 
proper perſon could be diſpatched to 
Paris, to whoſe care ſhe might with 


with beſeeching her not to harbour a 


aſſured that he loved her as much, if 
not more than ever he did in bi 


life. 
She read this letter with all the 


now reſumed its former tranquility, 


days, and waited with the utmoſt 
impatience the arrival of the mei- 


ſenger, who was to carry her to Eng- 


* land. 
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land. The N— pitched on Horatio to 


bring Miſs P home, who very 
diligently executed this commiſſion. 
That nothing might be omitted, 


which in any ſhape redounded to her 
honour, his majeſty's yacht was or- 


dered to attend her arrival at Ca- 


lais, in which ſhe embarked, and in 


three hours time landed at Dover. 


She was too deſirous of being at 
London as ſoon as poſſible, to be 
prevailed on to ſtay all night at the 
{ca port, whither the veſſel had con- 
veyed her, ſo that after a ſhort re- 


freſhment, ſhe quitted Dover, at two 
o clock in the afternoon, and arriv- 


ed at the D—'s houſe in St. I— s 
lreet, at midnight, without once 


ſtopping on the road. The reader 
may judge how they rejoiced at the 
hght of each other. They were 
ſome minutes ſilent, till the D— 


ſpeaking firſt, exclaimed, This 
is true f 


appineſs indeed! Annabel - 
la's 


„ 
1a's joy was not leſs than her 
lover's: that paſſion had locked up 

all her ſenſes. After the firſt emo- 
tions of it were over, they began 
to entertain each other in a manner 
not to be conceived, but by ſuch as 
have ever been in the like circum- 
ſtances. Three days after they went 
to Newmarket together, where An- 
nabella was careſſed by all the com- 
ny, everyone being anxious to pleaſe 

| ws; as the made it her particular 
ſtudy not to leave any thing undoneg 
which might render her company 
delighful. There was not a party 
of pleaſure, Whether public or pri- 
vate at which The was not preſent: 
She was remarkable for the Bon Mots, 

with which ſhe enlivened the con- 
verſation, and the agreeable manner 
he had in telling a ſtory, ſeemed to 
add weight to the moſt trifling inci- 
dents of it. Her enamorato took 

great pleaſure in the attention every 


———_—*.: -: 
body paid to her, never went any 
where alone, nor ſeemed to enjoy 
| himſelf, if (he happened to be ab- 
ſent, which was very feldom. But 
as all earthly happineſs is of ſhort 
duration, twelve days were ſcarce 
elapſed, when a meſſenger was 
diſpatched from London to New 
Market, to acquaint: the d | 

that his preſence was neceſſary at 
London on important affairs, which 
could not be compleated without his 
/concurrence. Miſs P s was very 


a 
7 ſorry that her ſtay at New Market 
ö 


muſt be ſo ſhort, and with great re- 
juctancy returned to London. While 
they were in this city ſhe embarked 


k in an adventure, which though hap- 
j- pily attended with no unlucky con- 
er ſequences, had like to have ruiued 
0 her with the d——. 2 

i A few days after her arrival in 
pK London with —-— ſhe went to 


ry I Ranclagh in company with ſome 
dy D aadies 


F 30 
Udet who had requeſted her com- 
pany thither. A young gentle- 
man who ſaw her, ſtruck with her 
beauty, reſolved to know who ſhe 
Was, and where ſhe lived. That he 


might the better ſucceed in his en- 


terprize, hewent to an arbour, where 
Annabella and her company were at 
ſupper, and with an air of freedom, 
begged the ladies permiſſion to fit 
down by them; all the other places 
being too full to admit any more. 
This favour was eaſily granted, and 
the young gentleman having called 
for wines, drank to the ladies, and 

ined in converſation with them. 


Ile was aſtoniſhed at the good ſenſe, 


ſparkling wit, and pleaſing turn of 
"Annabella's diſcourſe. In ſhort, that 
,vight's interview rivetted her ſo faſt 


'an his affections, as to make him long 


for au opportunity of a private in- 


"terview with her: Fortune was 1a- 
vourable to him on this occaſion, 


and 


. 
and ſoon pointed out to him a way 
of accompliſhing his deſire. The 
crowd was very great at the door, 
ſo that it was with much difficulty 
that ſome of the company gained 
their carriages, while ſeveral others 
were conſtrained to walk. - ——'s 
miſtreſs» would have been of the 
number of the latter, had not the 
young gentleman with great polite- 
neſs oftered her his chariot, which 
ſhe readily accepted of; and he wait- 
ed on her in it, to her - own door, 
where with great reſpect he took his 
leave, pleaſed that he had diſcovered 
her abode. If he was,enchanted at 


her matchleſs perfections, ſhe was no 


leſs in love with him, and reſolved to 
be better acquainted with him ; ſhe 
was, howeyer, : unwilling to break 
the ice firſt, nd judging that he 
would contrive ſome ſcheme to ſee 
her, or write to her ſoon, ſhe waited 
with the utmoſt impatience for three 

'T D 2 days; 
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days; at the end of which ſhe receiv- 


a letter, wrote with all the elo. 
quence love can ſuggeſt, laviſh in 
the praiſes of her perſun, and filled 
with expreſſions of the moſt confirm- 
ed paſſion for her, humbly deſiring 
leave to viſit ' her. She returned 
a gracious anſwer, but let him 
know, that, as her keeper was very 
much at home, ſhe could not allow 
him that liberty, which would be 
an undoubted ſource of jealouſy, as 
— was very ſubject to it. She 
made an aſſignation at her milliner's 
the next day. Thither he went, 


and was ſcarce got to the houſe, 


when the arrived in a hackney coach, 
and without any ſervant to attend 
her. They were immediately con- 
ducted to a private room, where no 


body could be witneſs of what paſ- 


ſed. I leave the reader to form an 


idea of the happineſs they experien- 


ced in the company of each other. 
94 671 | A 
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They ſtaid together till it was late 


in the evening, and parted, not 
without regret at the ſhortneſs of 


time. They agreed to meet toge- 


ther at the ſame place very often, 
and accordingly neglected no oppor- 
tunity that Cupid threw in their way 
of ſeeing each other. ——— was 


at home, before his miſtreſs, and 
anxious to know where, and with 


whom ſhe had been at that hour, 


was greatly chagrined at being 
told the manner of her going by 


herſelf, and in a hackney coach. 


Sbe was greatly perplexed to ſind a 


proper excuſe, but at laſt told him 


ſhe had been to ſee a diſtant relation, 
who lived at a diſtance, and 
who had forced her againſt her will 
to ſtay all the evening at their houſe z 
that it was with great difficulty they 
permitted her to go home, on con- 
dition of returning the next day. 


As ſhe did not mention her relatiou s 


A name, 


. 

name. curioſity was ra- 
ther heightened than ſatisfied. He 
put ſeveral queſtions to her, rela- 
tive to what ſhe had told hira; but 
her anſwers not ſufficiently ſatisfying 
him, he ſuſpected her of falſhood, and 
let drop ſome expreſſions, intimating 
that a repetitionof the like behaviour 
would for ever deprive her of his 
' favour. The day following, ſhe 
; paid another vifit to the young gen- 
tleman, notwithſtanding what had 
- paſſed between the d— and her the 
night before; ſhe was, however, ſo 
narrowly watched by the d—'s ſer- 
vants, who had received orders to 
keep a conſtant eye on all ber ac- 
tions, that ſh and her lover were 
ſurprised by him, at a time when 
they would have moſt deſired to be 
private. He entered the chamber: 
Where they were with his ſword 
drawn, and after having ſeverely 
checked madam for ſuffering 2 
Q 31 4 elf 


| . 

{IF to. be found in ſuch a ſitua- 
ation, by one, to whom, gratitude 
alone ought to make her. conſtant; 
he ordered the gentleman, whom 
fear had almoſt deprived of his ſenſes, 
to riſe and prepare to anſwer the in- 


ſult he had offered to a man of the 
d 


ö s quality with the ſword He 
ö immediately obeyed, and a bloody 
> I fray preſently began between them. 
- Wl Annabella, who was in bed, tried in 
& vain to appeaſe the d- s anger, who 
Ee threatened her with inſtant death, un- 
o leſs ſhe was ſilent. She cried, wrung 
'- her hands, and ſeeing the young 
0 Wl gentleman dangerouſly wounded, ſhe: 
c- WH fell into a fwoon, in which ſhe re- 
remained, till the combatants left off 
en Wl fighting, which was not before the 
be d- antagoniſt fell to the ground; 
der a furgeon was immediately ſent for, 
rd who examined the wounds he had 
received, but gave little hopes of his 
recovery, He was carried home in 

D 4 a chair, 
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a chair, and kept his bed four 
months. He at laſt grew well, and 
apprehending fome freſh diſaſter 
from the d—'s reſentment, he re- 
tired to Paris, without acquainting 
even his moſt intimate friends or 
neareſt relations with the place of 
his reſidence. Annabella went home 
with her keeper, who in the firſt 
Emotions of his rage, forbid her his 
. preſence, aſſigned her a ſeparate 
apartment, and refuſed to hear from 
her, or ſpeak to her, for a confider- 
able time, At laſt, after many in. 
treaties and promiſes of being true to 
him alone, he conſented to replace het 
in his favour, though be always re- 
membered her former conduct. She 
took care ta give him no cauſe of 
complaint, and though often folicit- 
ed to break her promiſe of fidelity, 
yet ſhe was too ſenſible of the un- 
ppy conſequences of her laſt in- 
Tigue to gratify their defires. The 
Y great 


6 


great reſpect the d paid Anna? 


bella on all occaſions, the great com: 
laiſance with which he treated her, 
joined to the preference he gave her 
over all the ladics of quality who 
came to his houſe, fo highly diſ- 
guſted all the nobility, Toe they 
retuſed to viſit him, though he 
often preſſed them to favour him 
with their company. They were 
highly, diſpleaſed at his placing her 
before them in the ſame box at the 
opera. or play, and what. offended 
them yet more, was his Keeping her 
in the ſame houſe with his lady, who 
befides the amiable qualities ſhe poſ- 
ſeſſed, was near a kin to ſome of the 
greateſt families in the kingdom. 


The d' lady, who cenld not 


bear to ſee, a rhiſtre ſs treated with ſo 
much fondneſs, while. ſhe Herſelf was 
uſe in ſo cruel a manner, eſpecially 
as. ſhe was conſcious- he. could not 
take the. leaſt exception at any pant 

| Ds of 
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bf her conduct, determined td 
quit his houſe of her own accord, 
rather chufing to do ſo, than wait 
for a diſmiſſion from him, which 
ſhe hourly expected. She accord- 
ingly, unknown to any one in 
the family, having prepared every 
thing before, went away one morn- 
ing early. Her departure ſurprized 
all, and every one heartily lamented 
the loſs they ſuſtained of a kind and 
indulgent miſtreſs. As ſhe was re- 
folved to quit the kingdom as ſoon 
as poſſible, ſhe ſet off with all ſpeed 
in a poſt chaiſe for Dover, where the 
acket boat was in readineſs for 
failing. She immediately embarked, IM « 
and being landed at Calais, ſhe, i 
without any longer delay, ſet out 
towards Paris, and did not ſtop any I © 
where till ſhe reached the end of het t 
Journey. We ſhall now leave her, 
there to weep over her hard for- 
tune, and reſume the thread of our 
| ſtory. 
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ſtory, The d=-— heartily rejoĩced 
that ſhe was gone, now thought 
himſelf more at liberty than ever to 
purſue his amour with Annabella, 
of whom he grew ſtill more ena- 
moured. He was no longer troubled 
with the fight of one he no longer 
loved; his eyes were ſtrangers to the 
ſevere reproaches his lady's injured. 
innocence almoſt inceſſantly loaded . 
him with, and. he was happy be- 
yond expreſſion in the enjoyment of 
her, to whoſe charms he would have 
ſacrificed the whole world, had it 
been in his power, His miſtreſs, 
though: ſhe ſincerely. loved — 
could not however avoid embarking 
in ſome new intrigues, which ſne 
carried on with ſo much diſcretion 
and ſecrecy, as would have rendered 
the moſt | diligent ſcrutiny of her 
conduct in this reſpect of little or no 


avail; 
D 6 It 
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It is to be obſerved that nom 
thoroughly convinced of her fidelity 
towards him, had thrown away all. 
ſuſpicion of her intimacy with any 
body elle ; to- this end he gave hes 
an unbounded liberty of paying and 
receiving viſns from. whom oever ſhe: 


pleaſed, whether gentlemen or la- 
dies. Amongſbthe females who en- 


joyed-a freed aceeſs to the d— s houſs 


the celebrated Miſs Annabella ) 
was always cordially received. Hee 
beautyz, good ſenſe, wit, and fme un- 
derſtanding, had gained her. a,. large 
ſhare in Annabella's eſteem, ſo that 
ſhe made her her. inſe parable compa- 
nion. Theſe two: the greateſt 
ade pts in · the a t of · int igue perli ps 
that ever exiſkd} were huſied 11 
bringing about an inte view between 
the d— 86 miitreſs, and the ſor of 1 
wealthy merchant, who having ſren 
Annabella at the play, was ſo taken 


with. lr; charms, mat at the _ 


—— = Mt. xXx 
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of tlie repreſentation, having entreat- 
ed the liberty of handing her to her 
chair with.a gentle ſqueeze, which: 
ſufficiently denoted how. deep a 

wound Cupid's arrow had: made in; 
his heart, humbly begged (lie would: 
permit him to viſit her. She, who was 
as much pleaſed: with him, as he was. 
with her, with æſmile which:plainly” 


fhewed ſlie was not diipleaſed at the 
nature of his requeſt, gave her conſent 


as long as his behaviour did not pre- 
clude him from a. place in her eſteem; 


and that he might not be ignorant « f; 


the place of her abode, gave orders. 
to the chairmen to cairy her. to the 
d s houſe ſo diilinctly, that he 
could not miſs the place. After 
forming: many ſchemes, which on; 
more mature confideration appeared 

too hazardous or difficult to (opa hij, 
they reſolved to introduce him in 

woman's appareh and make him pats 

lar a.Erench lady, whom the d—8. 
e miſtreſs. 
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miſtrefs had formerly known at Pa- 
ris. This. was very eafily accom- 
pliſhed, the young citizen's features 
being rather ſofter than generally 
they are in men, and his age not 
exceeding ſixteen, were moſt happily 
calculated to anfwer their deſign He 
was immediately acquainted with the 
intended manner of his appearance 
at the ds houſe, and as quickly 
got himſelf ready to appear before his 
miſtreſs, in this metamorphoſe. He 
was introduced in this manner to 
A——--, one afternoon when the 
d was prefent, and he acted his 
part fo exceedingly well, that not 
one in the houſe knew that he was 
a man; except Miſs D and the 
d—'s miſtreſs. - After tea, the ladies 
took a turn in the garden, attended 
by the d—, who was highly pleaſed 

at this new conection which Mis 

P—— had formed with the pre- 
tended lady, He thought that the 

comę 
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complaifance with which he had 
behaved to her during the firſt viſit, 
might perhaps induce her when ſhe 
was more intimate in.the family, to 
grant him the ſame favours he receiv- 
ed from the kind Annabella; but at 
the ſame time reſolved to uſe all the 
precaution imaginable, not to let the 
ſcheme he intended to put in execu- 
tion get air. He defired her not to 
make herſelf a ſtranger to his houſe, 


but to come as often as ſhe conve- 


niently could. This politeneſs of the 
d— intirely coincided with their plot 
of enrolling him in the honourable 
liſt of cuckolds, if we- may be allowed 
the expreſſion, and he was ſo much in 
love with her company, that he was 
always dull when ſhe was abſent. His 
miſtreſs took notice of it, and rallied 
him thereon. At the ſame time, 
ſmiling within herſelf to think that 
he ſuffered ſo groſs an impoſition, 
She had now all the opportunities 
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ſtie could wiſh, and did not fail to 


make a proper uſe of them. She 


often enjoyed the young. citizen's 


company, and even went ſo far as to 


- bed with: him at her own houſe 
when the d— was at home. One 


trick of this kind which ſhe played 
cannot be omitted; on account of its 
ſingulatity, and the aſtoniſhing cun- 
ning and art with which it was con- 


ducted. She had been at Vaux- ff 
hall one evening in company with 
her gallant, who was in his female 
dre ſs, and coming home ſhe pretend- 
ed a ſudder-ills eſs, and went imme- 


diately to bed; She, as it had been 
concerted before between them, to! 


the d— that. with his permiidion ſhe 


would for that night lie. in another 
rtment, and tequeſt d her new 


over to lie with her. This he po- 
litely conſented :o. and thus the o— 
v ho joired with Angabe lla in ſollicit- 
iug: the. ſem fey. ur, became the 


dups 
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dupe of their wiles. An accident 
however happened, which e 
put an end to their intimacy, by diſ- 
covering to the d who his miſ- 
treſs's new acquaintance really was. 
The young gentleman had taken 
country lodgings at Kew, and had 
invited Miſs P to paſs a month 
there with him, and her keeper 
very obligingly condeſcended ro ac- 


cept of the ſame invitation; and ac- 


cordingly accompanied her thither. 
One day after dinner, the pretend- 


ed female, whoſe chamber was con- 
tiguous to that in which Annabel] 
and the d— lay, told her, ſhe deſire 


her opinion on ſome little pieces of 
poetry ſhe had wrote for her own 


and when they were alone, the 
other locked the door as ſhe ima- 
gined. When they had been in pri- 
vate ſome time, the d —, who bad 
been ſeeking his miſtreſs, and had juſt 

learned 


amuſement; Annabella conſented, 


FUE E 66 ) | 
learned where ſhe was, going up ſoftly, 
ſurprized them before they had time 
to make any apology for.the ſituation 
in which he found them. He had, 
as has been before obſerved, long 
entertained a. defire to. partake of 
the ſham lady's favours, and had in 
vain tried ſeveral: ways to accompliſh; i 
his defires. He was angry to the 
higheſt degree at what he ſaw; he 
reproached Miſs P——— in the ſe- W1 

a 

[ 


vereſt terms for this ſecond proof ſhe 
had given him of her infidelity, and 
vowed he would never bed with her Wt 
again. He then turned to her ra- 
. viſher, and after loading him with f 
the moſt opprobrious names his rage f 
could deviſe, quitted the houſe im-. 
mediately, and forbad his miſtreſ li 
ever to cone near him any more. 
As ſhe had a real affection for her Nd. 
Ekeceper, notwithſtanding this flip the N 
had made, ſhe was ſenſihly touched t 
With. grief, that ſhe had given hin du 


cauſe 


1 

cauſe to treat her in that manner, and 
was greatly perplexed what courſe 
to take, to be reconciled to him. 
Two months were ſcarce elapſed, 
when the d 
much facility have removed a moun- 
tain out of its place, as entirely root 
out Annabella from his heart, con- 
ſented, at her earneſt intreaty, joined 
to a ſolemn promiſe that her conduct 
for the future ſhould be unexception- 
able, to live with her as before. She 
never afterwards. admitted any man 
to vifit her as ſhe had formerly done, 
and in all reſpects gave her keeper 
ſo much ſatisfaction, that he entirel 
forgot-ſhe had: ever-deceived him. 

We are come now to a part of her 


life, filled with melancholy inſtances 


of the ill uſage ſhe ſuffered from the 
d—,. who unhappily for her, ſaw a 
young lady, whom we call Lucinda, 
one morning in the Park, whote eu- 
quiſite beauty had ſo wonderful an 

effect 


„ who could with as 
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effect on his mind, that he no longer 
feemed to take any pleaſure in her, 
whom before he had ſo tenderly 
loved. He found on enquiry, that 
Lucinda was the daughter of a cler- 
gyman, and by the mother's ſide was 
related to ſeveral great people; that 

except her fortune, which was ve 
- inconliderable, ſhe poſſeſſed all the 
amiable qnalities that tend to render 
-the married ſtate happy. He did not 
dare to addreſs her as a miſtreſs, and 
therefore reſolved to marry her, pro- 
vided her father would conſent to 
the match. He flattered himſelf that 
the ambition of being ſo nearly te- 
lated.to the ancient-and noble U 
of G——— would remove any ob- 
ſtacle that might otherwiſe be thrown ¶ c 
in the way; and as her family wa b 
totally unacquainted with his charac- n. 
ter, he concluded that he ſhould MW or 
meet with no difficulty in obtaining fa 
what he deſired. Having * 
i when 
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where ſhe lived, he wrote a hand- 
ſome letter to her father, requeſting 
leave to pay his addreſſes to his 
daughter, n that his inten- 


tions were honourable, and that he 


meant no leſs than to make her his 
wife. 


Lucinda's father, on the receipt of 


this letter, called his caughter to 
him, ſhewed it her, and deſired her 
ſentiments on it. She bluſhed, ſeem- 
ed uneaſy, and begged to he excuſed 
from explaining her thoughts on 
ſuch a ſubject, and defired leave to 
withdraw. The old gentleman in- 
ited on her ſtaying, and again com- 
manded her to tell him Feeds her 
opinion, whether ſhe believed the 
could be happy in having -G— for 
ber huſband and above all to conceal 
nothing of what paſſed in her heart 
on this occaſion. Upon this, the 
lad, as marriage was a ſtep for life, 
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ſhe humbly conceived it to be + 
matter of too great conſequence to 
be ſo ſoon determined ; that there 
were many preliminary articles to 
be ſettled ; that ſhe was ſenſible het 
fortune was too ſinall to entitle her 
to be joined in wedlock. to a noble. 
man, and for that reaſon greatly ap- 
prehended, that, notwithſtanding all 
the d—'s proteſtations of an ho- 
nourable love, his only drift was to 
make her his miſtreſs She farthet 
, obſerved that as her family were 
unacquainted with his character, it 
would be proper to make ſuch eu- 
quiries into it, as might be neceſlay 
to aſſure both her father and her 
that he intended nothing but whit 
was highly conſiſtent with that 
honour and generofity which ever 
ſhouid accompany a virtuous court 
ſhip. Her father was charmed 
this ſenfible anſwer ſhe gave him, anc 


in conſequence. of it returned tif 


( 
d— a polite anfwer, acknowledging 
the great honour that would be con- 
ferred on his family by ſo noble an 
alliance; but at the ſame time, mo- 
deſtly refuſed to marry his daughter 
to one who was ſo much ſuperior to 


her in rank: and added that, if not- 


withſtanding his reaſons to the con- 
trary, the d- ſlill perſiſted in his 
intentions of uniting himſelf to one 
of Lucinda's low birth, he hoped he 


would not object to any queſtion that 


might be propoſed concerning his 
character. 

G— wrote a handſome letter back, 
and expreſſing in the warmeſt terms 
the joy the old gentleman's letter had 
given him, ſaid, he would ſhortly 
come in perſon and convince him 
and his daughter, that they had not 
only nothing to fear from ſuch a 
marriage, but even much reaſon to 
congratulatate each other on an inter- 


courſe which, he Hattered himſelf, 
| would 
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would turn out entirely to the ſatiſ- 
faction of all parties; and directed 
him to feveral perſons of faſhion, 
who would be ready to clear up with 

candour and fincerity, any doubt 
which might ariſe relative to his 
birth, fortune, or connections. Tho' 
by the way, he was cautious of men- 
tioning ſuch, as he knew would 
ſay nothing to his prejudice. He 
paid a vilit to the young lady a few 
days after this, and was received by 
her father with all the complaiſance 
1maginable, and cordiality due to one 
who was to be hereafter ſo nearly 
connected with his family. Lucinda's 
beauty made ſo deep an impreſſion 
on his mind, during this firſt inter- 
view, that he reſolved to abandon all 

other women for her. fake, and at 
once forgot his dear Annabclla. 

- The reader cannot but be ſenfible 

how much vexation and gricf this 


muſt give Mus 1 and I 
| f * 
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determined to do all in her power to 
hinder the ſucceſs of G 's enter» 
prize, or at leaft to defer the execu- 
tion of it for a long time, flattering 
herſelf that fortune might perhaps ſo 
far favour her defign as to throw 
ſome inſurmountable difficulties in 
their way. She was continually 
bufied in finding ont ſome ſcheme, _ 
and wrote ſeveral anonymous letters 
to Lucinda and her father, giving 
them a faithful detail of all ſhe knew 
concerning the d + Theſe let- 
ters the old gentleman ſhewed 
G——-, who to ſupport his own in- 
nocence, diſavowed all they con- 
tained, ſwore he would imme- 
diately make all diligent fearch af- 
ter the author, and commence a pro- 
ſecution againſt him. Notwithſtand- 


ing the d- s outward ſhew of frank- 


neſs on ſo nice a point, and the af- 
tected contempt with which he treat- 
ed the writer; neither Lucinda nor 

E her 
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Her father would liſten to his entrea- 
wes of not deferring his happiness 
any longer, but whenever he urged 
at, they conſtantly found an excuſe to 
avoid giving a conſent, not caſlily 
„ whoſe mind was 
continually on the rack to de vviſe 


recalled. A 


ſome means of ſupplanting G——-- 
zin Lucinda's affection (for ſhe had 
conceived a paſſion for him) finding 
that all her attempts had hitherto 
2 aborti ve, reſolved to put on 

im, and that family he was on the 
point of marrying into, a plot, on the 
ſucceſs of which ſhe entirely relied. as 
the only way left to recover her 
broken peace of mind. She dreflcd 
Herſelf in men's cloaths, and went to 
the houſe where Lucinda's father 
dwelt, and he being at home, ſhe 
told him, ſhe was come to beg his 
permiſſion. to addreſs his daughter, as 
-one whom he intended with the old 


* 


gentleman's leave to make his wife. 


She 
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She ſaid; ſhe was convinced, a lady 
of Lucinda's great beauty and accom- 
pliſhments could not be without 
many admirers: that ſhe was yr ; 
cularly acquainted with one of them, 
to whom ſhe feared Lucinda was too 
much engaged to be able to break 
off, and whoſe character ſhe was no 
ways a ſtranger to. And the fa- 
ther added, that he feared he had 
got ſo great an aſcendancy over her, 
that whatever was alledged againſt 
him, would avail little towards in- 
ducing her to fix on any one elſe. 
The young lady and her father ima- 
gining the ſuppoſed officer (for A— 
appeared in that habit) from what 
he had already advanced, was too well 
- acquainted with G 's character, 
ud had too much honour to ſay any 
$Þ thing that was not true, readily 
d 
e 


gave credit to whatever was faid 
relative to him. She told them 
that the perſon who had wrote the 
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anonymous letter, concerning the 
d., was very well known to her, 
but refuſed to tell the name, though 
dhe ſaid the author was ready at 
any time to ſupport the charge laid 
againſt the d—, whenever called 
upon ſo to do. 

The old gentleman was now 
greatly perplexed what courſe to 
take; he had made G a ſolemn 
promiſe that he would not give his 
daughter to any one elſe, and how 
to go back from his word he could 
not tell, tho he was reſolved never 
to beſtow her on one, whoſe cha- 
racter was ſuch as he had heard of 
the d—. That he might proceed 
with greater ſecurity, he invited Miſs 
P to dinner one day, when her 
keeper was to be there, when the ſa- 
ther of Lucinda, ſpoke to the d— 


0 the following effect. 


My 
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My Lord; 

The honour you intend my fa- 
mily, by this 3 is much tco 
great, for perſons. of our condition 
even to dare to hope for Our am- 
bition does not ſoar ſo high. Never- 
the Jeſs, .as your lordſhip s character, 
even without my enquiring into 
the unknown author of thoſe let- 
ters, has been repreſented to me 
fuch as reflects no ſmall diſhonour 
on your grace; I have taken the 
liberty of: telling you, that I neither 
can nor will, ever give my. conſent 
for my daughter to wed a man of 
whom the world ſpeaks in ſuch a 
manner, till I am: thoroughly ſatisfied 
from that man himſelf, of ſhe truth 
of what has been alledged againtt 
him. The writer of thoſe letters is 
very well known to lieutenant Sin- 
clair, i that was the name A 
had aſſumed) and he is ready to vouch 
for the variety of their contents. 
E 3 Gr_ 


(78 ) 
6, who never expected ſuch 
.an harrangue from the clergyman, 
was ſome time e er he could form a 


ſuitable anſwer, A trembled 
for fear of being diſcovered, and be- 
gan to apprehend ſome dangerous 
conſequences from this enterprize. 
The d— was the firſt who broke 
ſilence, and he began by deſiring the 
ſuppoĩed C cer to divulge the name 
of him or her who Rad prejudiced 
his future father-in-law ſo far againit 
him, that he might oblige that per- 
- ſon to repeat before him, what he had 
advanced to his prejudice during his 
abſence. This A——— politcly 
.refuſed, telling him, that were ſhe 
to comply with his requeſt. it would 
only be a ſource of greater uneaſineſs 
to him, and therefore begged he 
would uſe his endeavours to inform 
- himſelf of what, if he once were 
 racquainted with it, would only 
ſerve to inertaſe his trouble by ſome 
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ether channel; that having given 
her word of honour, never to let any 
thing tranſpire to the injury of that 
on, ſhe neither could nor would 
ever be guilty of ſuch treachery. 
G - enraged at her behaviour,, 
began to treat her in terms not alto- 
ther conſiſtent with that decorum, 
which gentlemen uſe to obſerve to- 
wards each other, and even proceed- 
ed ſo far as to ſtrike her; adding that 
ſince no other argument could prevail 
on her to diſcover what he and every. 
one preſent defired fo much to know 
he infiſted on her, giving him ſatiſ- 
faction with the point of her ſword. 
This ſhe eaſily agteed to, as ſhe in- 
tended never to meet him, and thus 
they parted. 

The d— was too much vexed at 
this day's adventure, to be able to 
reaſume his uſual good humour, and 
though he did all " could to 2 

ay, it was plain he was too deeply 
2 PE 4 affected 


( 8 9 

affected with what had paſſed, to 
hide what he felt in his heart on that 
account. He took leave of the com- 
pany in an abrupt manner, leaving 
the ſuppoſed officer victorious He 
went home, locked himſelf up, and 
vented his grief in ſilence He raved, 
tore his hair, and exhibited all the 
ſymptoms of madneſs. To heighten 
his diſtreſs, when he firſt appeared 
as uſual in the family, he was told 
that his miſtreſs had called ſeveral 
times, defiring to ſee him on impor- 
tant buſineſs, which could not be 
communicated to any body elſe. To 
refuſe her admittance was unſafe, as 
he ſuſpected ſhe had heard of his en- 
gagement with Lucinda. He could 
not deviſe any means to- avoid 
-an interview from which he dreaded 
fo much anxiety, and therefore 
ordered his ſervants to let her ſce 
him the firſt time ſhe came to his 
houſe. | 

FN dhe 


JS SE Seger re e 


1 
She came the next day, wheti 
purſuant to his commands, ſhe found 
an eaſy acceſs to his apartment. The 


air of reſerve he put on, when ſhe 
entered the room, and the diſtant 


manner with which he behaved 
during the whole time ſhe: was. there, 


would have plainly convinced her 
(had ſhe not been ſenfible of it be- 


fore) that ſhe was no welcome gueſt 


at that time. She, on the contrary, 
appeared merry, and rallied him on 


his being ſo melancholy, aſking him 
it he had been unſucceſsful in ſome 


new intrigue, Who the cruel beauty 


was, offered herſelfas a mediator in his 


favour; and, in a word, contributed 
all chat lay in her power to increaſe 
the ſolicitude he already ſuffered; 


dropping ſome hints likewiſe, that 
ſne was not an entire ſtranger to his 
motives for making acquaintance 
with Lucinda's family. She refuſed 


to let him know. how ſhe had diſco» 
PP 


ered it, and this worked him up 
to ſuch a pitch of anger, that he or- 
dered her immediately to go away; 
and 'forbad all his ſervants to give 
her admittance for the future. 

She was now ſorry ſhe had gone 
ſo far, but finding herſelf unable to 
appeaſe his wrath, ſhe judged it moſt 
prudent to obey, and therefore 
quitted with reluctance that houſe, 
in which ſhe had formerlyexperienced 
ſo much happineſs and content. She 
reſolved to ſubmit to the fate her 
unkind ſtars had allotted her, and, if 
ſhe-could, fuffer him to proceed un- 
* moleſted in his amour. 

G now ſummoned all the 
art he was maſter of to his aid, to 
nnd out ſome way tocloſe the breach, 
which the ſuppoſed lieutenant Sin- 
clair had made between him and 
Lucinda's family. He revolved ſeve- 
ral ſchemes without effect. He fore- 
ſaw it would be no eaſy matter to 
r regain 
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regain the old gentleman's 

aces; and this made him defpair.. 
Reſolved, however, to leave no means 
untried, which ſeemed to aftord him 
the leaſt hope of ſucceſs, he imagined 
nothing would conduce ſo much to 
effect this deſign, as the perfuading 
Lucinda's father not to credit any 
report his enemies might for the 
future ſpread, in order to impede his 


marriage. This was no eaſy tafk, as 


the iſſue of it plainly demonſtrated ;. 
and it was not without great difficulty 


that he obtained admiſſion into 4 


houſe, the maſter of which now 
entertained ſo indifferent an opinion 
of him. | 1 

The firſt time he appeared there, 
aſter the late affair with the officer, he- 
told the father, that in anſwer to thoſe 
anonymous letters he had received 
rel. tive to his character, he was rea- 
dy to produce authentic teſtimonies 
of his being innocent of Whatever 
Rn EE they 
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they contained againſt him, at the 
ſame time giving him ſeveral letters, 


* which he had cauſed to be written 
by ſome of his acquaintance, who all 
took care to give a moſt favourable 
account of him. 


The cld gentleman appeared fa- 


tisfied with this, and told G 
that he was now convinced all that 
lieutenant Sinclair had told him was 
falſe; that he verily believed the former 
letter to be ſpurious; and that if the 
d--- would bring ſome of his friends 
to ſupport what they had faid in his 
favour, he would no longer heſitate 
to accompliſh his happineſs. This 
G - promiſed to perfom, and 
on an appointed day he made a grand 
entertainment, to which he invited 
Lucinda's father, and ſeveral of 
his acquaintantance, who before they 
parted, gave the old gentleman ſuch 
convincing proofs that his intended 
A 
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left him no room to doubt the truthof 
their aſſertions. The time was there- 
fore fixed for the marriage, and each 
one took his leave, very well pleaſed 
with the proceedings of that day. 

A , who ſtill had an after- 
game to play, contrived to throw: 
another bar in the d—'s way, which 
he found much. greater difficulty in 
removing, than any which had hi- 
therto precluded him from the poſ- 


ſeſſion of what he ſo much deſired. 
She dreſſed herſelf like a farmer's. 


daughter, went to the houſe of Lu- 
cinda, and told her father, that the 
d— had got her with child, and had 
promiſed to marry her. 

This put all the family into a 
greater conſternation than ever. They 
were totally at a loſs how to act, but 
concluded, that it would be moſt 
prudent to break off the match at 
once; and Lucinda was adviſed to 
think no more of the d . She, who 

Was 
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was not altogeth r unſuſceptible of 


vanity, had pleaſed herſelf with the 
hope of becoming a lady of the fi ft 
rank, could not be ſo caſily pre- 
vailed on to baniſh: him from her 
thoughts. She loved bim and to 
her great ſatisfaction perceived ſhe 
was not diſpleaſing to him. Her 
father wrote immediately to the d—, 
acquainting him with what had hap- 
-pened, and forbad him, in the moſt 
peremptory manner, ever to come 
again to his houſe. .* 

G s pride was not a little 


ſhocked at the freedom with which 


the clergyman treated him; he fert 


him an anſwer in terms, which indi- 


cated the higheſt relentwent for the 
affront as he called it, which had 
been offered to a man of his dignity ; 


and further told him, he was ſorry 


he could not meet him on the ſame 
terms as another man; obſerving, 


that his gown alone ſcreened bin | 


fro 1 


r out of her power ever to he 
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from the direful effects he ſhould 
otherwiſe make him feel of his wrath. 


The clergyman returned for anſwer, 


that he was far ſrom inſulting ws 


quality, but hinted that nobility, un- 


«ccompanied. by good actions, only 


ſerves to make the poſſeſſor of * 


more conſpicuouſly vicious. 
The d— now deſpaired of ever 


.atfaining the ſummit of his wiſhes, 


and therefore for bis own eaſe reſolv- 
ed to ſeek for ſome other beauty, 


which would not croſs him ſo much 


in the purſuit of his intrigues. | 
He had a ſtrong ſuſpicion that 


Miſs P had a band in the plat 
formed againſt him, though it never 


once occurred to him, that ſhe was 


the ſole contriver and actreſs in the 


ſeveral ſchemes practiſed to diſappoint 


him. He reſolved to ſatisfy himſelf 


in this doubt, and if be found her to 
be the author of them, to put it en- 


able 
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able to be any further obſtacle to his 
deſigns. 

He accordingly ſent her a letter, 
requeſting to ſee her as ſoon as poſ- 
fible; and the better to engage her to 
todiſcover all ſhe knew of the matter, 
he told her. he freely forgave her, 
and preſented her with a bill of five 
| hundred pounds. 

This generofity of the do's A 
knew not how to reſiſt; ſhe made 
an open confeſſion of al] he had done 
to hinder his entering on a treaty of 
marriage with any other woman. She 
laid open to him the whole ſcheme 
of her perſonating an officer and 2 
country girl. In a word, ſhe con- 

cealed nothing of her proceeding; 
from him; and he, in return, told het, 
ſhe might depend on his future fa- 
-vour, as a reward for the fincerity ſhe 
had ſhewn on the preſent occaſion. 

This, however, was only to induce 


| her not to take any ſtep * 
| cl 
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her former ones. He til] perſiſted 


in the reſolution of ſhaking her off as, 


foon as poſſible, and therefore behav- 


ed with ſuch an unevenneſs of tem 


per, as ſoon gave her to underſtand 
that ſhe no longer yielded him any 


delight. Some time he paſſed whole 


days without ſpeaking to her, at 
others he behaved with great moroſe- 
neſs, and now and then (very ſel- 

dom) he appeared pleaſed with her. 
Life now became a burden to her, 
as ſhe had loſt the power of pleaſing, 
and the d—'s temper was ſo fickle. 
and what gave him ſatisfaction one 
day, had quite a contrary effect on 
him another ; ſhe thought it moſt 
prudent to look out for ſomebody 
elſe, on whoſe conftancy ſhe could 
with more ſecurity depend. An oc- 
caſion ſhortly preſented itſelf, which 
procured her a lover in all reſpects 
admirably well adapted to her pur- 
pole, She went to a linen-draper's 
Que 
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mit him to viſit her. She gave 
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ene day to buy ſome linen, which 
he wanted, and while ſhe was in 
the ſhop, a young gentleman, who by 
his dreſs, equipage, and the ſervants 
who attended him, appeared to be a 
nobleman of the firſt rank, came ih: 


Nature had been very liberal in be- 


ſowing her favours on him, and he 
ſeemed the moſt amiable mortal liv- 
ing. G —'s miſtreſs ſaw him and that 
was enough to make her love him. 
She gazed on him with wonder and 
ſecret ſatisfaction; and thought the 
time he was in the ſhop, which was 
about half an hour, ſcarce a moment, 
Tc was equally well pleufcd with 
meeting her there, and after paying 
her ſeveral compliments on her bcau- 
ty, he very obligingly defired ſhe 
would indulge him, ſo far as to E 

im 
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an agreeable ſmile of approbation, 
and they appointed a meeting at the 
Stat and Garter in Pall Mall. 
285 They 
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They were both punctual to the time 
appointed, and enjoyed each other's 
company till it was pretty late in the 
evening, when they parted, after hav- 
ing agreed to meet again ſhortly at 
the ſame place. They continued 
this intercourſe for a conſiderable 
time, without ever being moleſted by 
the d—, who now made no farther 
enquiry where A went, or why 
ſhe kept ſuch late hours. As he de- 
fred to rid himſelf of her, he thought 
a cold indifference for her would 
ſoon make her quit him of her own. 
accord; and therefore neglected no- 
thing, which he imagiied, wou 
perſuade her that he was heartily 

tired of her. * 4 
He had kept her much longer 
than ever he had been known to 
have the ſame miſtreſs. His heart 
was already engaged to another; he 
deſired nothing ſoardently as to poſſeſs 
ber, in whom all his W 
as od 
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ed to be centred. She was the daugh- 
ter of Sir R——d W--tt-ley. 
G , who could ſcarce behold 
a beautiful woman without defiring W_ 
to poſſeſs her, was ſo captivated by 
the angelic creature juſt mentioned, I | 
that he reſolved immediately to make 
overtures of marriage to her, as. that 


1 
was the only way of ſucceeding, her 
birth, and the noble family from 
which ſhe was deſcended, abſolutely WW y 
forbidding him to approach her on n 

any other terms. Another rea- h 
fon induced him to marry. The Ne 
nobility were all highly offended at N ir 
His having divore d his d fs, and tt 
hitherto lived: with Miſs P— —, to tc 
whom he had always given. a pre- p. 
eminency overall the quality, which 51 
gained him the diſeeſtem of them W m 
all. In order therefore to make them ¶ ob 


ſome ſort of ſatisfaction for the in- ¶ pe 
- fult he had offered to them, and w. 
- principally, as has already been _ co 
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that Annabella was now become 
loathſome to him, he demanded Miſs 
W--tt--ley of her father in marriage, 
who readily gave his conſent, and 


the day was fixed on for the nup- 


tials. 

His beloved miſtreſs, who could 
not bear to ſee him claſped in the 
arms of another, imagining ſhe had 
a preſcriptive right above every other 
woman over his heart, was no ſooner 
made acquainted with the meaſures 
he had taken, to gain Sir R——d's 
conſent, than ſhe relolved to do all 
in her power to hinder the ſucceſs of 
this enterprize ; but nothing occurred 
to her imagination, which ſeemed to 
promiſe the leaſt degree of ſucceſs. 
She reſolved many ſchemes in her 
mind, but they appeared too ardu- 
ous to hazard an attempt. In this 
perplexity, and deſtitute of any friend, 
who would or could by their ſage 
counſels aſſiſt her in extricating _ 
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Felf out of the difficulty ſhe laboured 
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under, ſhe was unable to find that 
relief which her diſtreſſed ſituation 
required. Words cannot deſcribe the 


anguiſh her mind felt on the occa- 


fion ; it can only be conceived by thoſe 
who have been in the like circum- 
ſtances. She wrote ſeveral letters to 
the d-—-, complaining of his un- 
kindneſs to her, expoſtulating with 
him on the impropriety of his con- 
duct, expatiating on the univerſal 
cenſure which would neceſſarily fol- 
low from ſuch a eeding, and 
concluded with telling him, that ſhe 


hoped he had at leaſt ſo much re- 


gard left for her, as not to abandon 
her at a period, when from her con- 
ſtant attachment to him, ſhe might 
reaſonably expect he would for ever 
protect her. 

. His Grace did not judge proper to 
anſwer any of her letters except the 
laſt. He told her that as it was 
11 equally 
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equally cuſtomary with men to be 
tired with the enjoyment of one 
woman, as It was with women to 
deſire a variety of admirers, and that 
therefore no wonder if four years in- 
timacy with her had cloyed his ap- 
petite, and that he ſought ſome other 
lady whoſe celeſtial beauties might 
give him ſome relief. He farther ad- 
ded, that he did not intend to aban- 
don her without beſtowing on het 
ſome laſting mark of his favour and 


eſteem for her; that he ſhould ac- 


| cordingly make her a handſome ſet- 
tlement immediately, but forbid her 

* I ever to come near him any more, 
nnd even went ſo far as to inſiſt on 
her quitting the kingdom, and never 
feiting all future claim to his bounty. 
This letter he ſent with a bank note 
of zool. to her, as a pledge of what 
be intended further to. do for her, 
committed to the care of a truſty 
8 domeſtic 


to return to England on pain of for- 
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domeſtic. She received it in a man- 
ner not eaſily to be gueſſed; the 
reader may perhaps imagine that the 
incloſed note would have been of 
ſome conſolation to her; but on the 
contrary, ſuch was her grief on read- 
ing the contents of the paper, that in 
the firſt ſallies of her paſſion the 
threw the letter into the fire, with- 
out once adverting that a thing of 
ſuch great value was folded in it. 
Luckily the note fell out of the let- 
ter, and thus it was preſerved by fal- 
ling on the hearth, Tho' ſhe was 
ſo pleaſed at firſt with burning the 


d s letter, yet, on more cool re- 
reflection, ſhe was not ſorry that the 
note had been ſo fortunately pre-M t. 
ſerved. | 

She endeayoured by all the ſooth-WM h 
ing arts ſhe was miſtreſs of to wen m 


the d from the affection he en- t. 


tertained for Miſs W—tt—ley, bur hz 


in vain, his heart being too cloſely ey 
| | united 
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united to her, to leave any room to 
hope to diſengage it. She reſolved 
however to employ every means to 
compaſs her deſigns, She acquainted 
the young lady's father' on what 
terms the d and ſhe had ſtood 
for ſo long a time; ſhe even went ſo 
far as to publiſh a ſuccinct account 
of all the principal tranſactions of 
his g—'s intimacy with her, hoping 
by this means to obſtruct his mar- 
riage for a long time, if not entirely 
diſappoint him. He, however, ren- 
dered all her efforts fruitleſs by his 
vigilance, and ſuppreſſed the further 
publication of the books by com- 
mencing a ſevere proſecution againſt 
the hookſeller who publithedd it. 

Notwithſtanding all his caution to 
hide from her the progreſs he had 
made in his amour with the daugh- 
tir of Sir R d W--tt—lcy, the 
had her ſpies, who kept fo {trict an 
eye on his proceedings, that ſhe was 
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domeſtic. She received it in a man- 
ner not eaſily to be gueſſed; the 
reader may perhaps imagine that the 
incloſed note would have been of 
ſome conſolation to her ; but on the 
contrary, ſuch was her grief on read- 
ing the contents of the paper, that in 
the firſt ſallies of her paſſion the 
threw the letter into the fire, with- 
out once adverting that a thing of 
ſuch great value was folded in it. 
Luckily the note fell out of the let- 
ter, and thus it was preſerved by fal- 
ling on the hearth, Tho' ſhe was 
ſo pleaſed at firſt with burning the 
d 7s letter, yet, on more cool re- 


note had been ſo fortunately pre- 
ſerved. 

She endeavoured by all the ſooth- 
ing arts ſhe was miſtreſs of to wean 
the d from the affection he en- 


tertained for Miſs W—tt—ley, but h: 


in vain, his heart being too cloſely} cy 
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united to her, to leave any room to 
hope to diſengage it. She reſolved 
however to employ every means to 
compaſs her defigns, She acquainted 
the young lady's father on what 
terms the d and ſhe had ſtood 
for ſo long a time; ſhe even went ſo 
far as to publith a ſuccinct account 
of all the principal tranſactions of 
his g—'s intimacy with her, hoping 
by this means to obſtruct his mar- 
riage for a long time, if not entirely 
diſappoint him, He, however, ren- 
dered all her efforts fruitleſs by his 
vigilance, and ſuppreſſed the'further 
publication of the books by com- 
mencing a ſevere proſecution againſt 
the hookſeller who publithiedd it. 
Notwithſtanding all his caution to 
hide from her the progreſs he had 
ery in his amour with the daugh- 
rof Sir R-- d V/--tt—lcy, he 
had her ſpies, who kept fo ſtrict an 
eye on his proceedings, that ſhe was 


E acquainted 


of itſelf ſufficient to make her deſ- 
_ or of ſucceeding. She had been 


to have been kept by ſeveral, before 


This he made another plea for part- 


tion of doing all ſhe could to hinder 
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acquainted with all his demarches, 
but this diſcovery inſtead of being 
any alleviation to her ſorrow, only 
ſerved to augment it. She could not 
however avoid making theſe enqui- 
ries, tho' ſhe never failed to experi- 
ence the moſt diſagreeable effects 
from her reſearches. Another inſur- 
mountable difficulty ſhe met with, 
which ſhe never dreamed of, and was 


rmerly onthe town, and was known 
{he went to live with the d -—— , 


ing from her, and publickly de- 
nounced her a common {trumpet to 
all who were not acquainted with her 
character. All this could not pre- 
vail on her to deſiſt from her reſolu- 


his engaging in a ſtare which muſt 
leſt for life, with one who was 6 
| much 


n | 
much her ſuperior in every reſpect. 
She conceived it would be no diffi- 
cult matter to diſſuade the d 
from any further connections with 
the preſent object of his affections, 
if he could once be induced to be- 
lieve, that ſhe had ever made any 
other man partaker of her favours, 
This, tho' hard to bring about, ſhe 
did not relinquiſh all hope of com- 
paſſing, and therefore proceeded in 
the following manner. 

She procured a clergyman's ha- 
bit, and in this diſguiſe viſited Miſs 
W-tt-y's father, and begged him to 
beſtow his daughter on her for a 
wife, ſaying, it would be more edi» 
difying, that he (Sir R——d. being a 
miniſter of the church, ſhould eſ- 
pouſe her to one of the ſame profeſ- 
ſion, rather than to a worldly man, 
who had little elſe to recommend 
him, than an empty ſhew of a title ; 
and expatiated very much on the 
| 2 dignity 
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dignity of an eccleſiaſtic. Sir R—, 


not to diſcourage the ſuppoſed par- 


Jon, did not firſt give him a denial, 


but deſired a few days to conſider of 
the affair. She next ſent a letter to 
the d , In which ſhe acquainted 
him, that a ſuitor of a different caſt 
had paid his reſpects to the lady, and 
that he was highly epproved of by 


Her father, and not at all diſagreeable 


to the daughter, and therefore ad- 
viſed him to lay afide all thoughts of 
ſucceeding in his attempts, ſhe being 
too far engaged, both by love for her 
new admirer, and duty to her father's 
commands, to revoke the promile 
The had given of being ſpeedily join- 
ed in wedlock to him. 

Tbe d on reading this letter 
was more perplexed than ever, he 
firſt thought it beſt to take no notice 
of it, but purſue with the ſame tran- 
quility as before, his amours with 
Miſs W—y: but then it occurred 


to 
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to him, that this would not be 6 
proper, as the young lady's father 
would naturally talk to him about 
the affair: he reſolved therefore to 
prevent him by letting him know 
what he had heard, and at the ſame 
timeſhew him Annabella's letter. He 
did ſo, and Sir R—d returned for an- 
fwer, that, ©* tho” he had the higheſt 
eſteem imaginable for the d—, and 
the deepeſt ſenſe of the honor ii- 
tended to his family by ſuch an alli- 
ance; he nevertheleſs hoped his 
575 would pardo1 his not keeping 

is word with him, ſince another. 
match had been offered, which on 
mature conſideration, ſeemed more 
ſuitablez and therefore hoped the 
d— would not perſiſt any longer in- 
his addreſſes to his daughter.“ 

6, thunderſtruck at this diſ- 
courſe, knew not what to reply, till 
recovering from his ſurprize, he 
faid, that, * affairs of ſo ferious 4 

F 3 nature 
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mature as that of entering into a ſtate 
which was to laſt for life, were not 
triftes, nor tobe ſported with as ſuch, 
he therefore defired the old gentle- 
man would weigh well the unhappy 
conſequence that might follow from 
ſuch a proceeding, and how miſer- 
able his daughter would be, were ſhe 
forced to give her hand, where ſhe 
could not beſtow her heart. That 
he had made his addrefles to her firſt, 
and having had the good fortune not 
to prove diſagreeable either to her, or 
her father, he flattered himſelf he 
would not diſappoint bim in the 
hopes he had of poſſeſſing her with 
whom alone he could be happy, but 
rather put him out of ſuſpence by 
joining the hands of two, whoſe 
.hearts had long been too cloſely uni- 
ted to admit of a ſeparation.” 

Sir R— d was deaf to all theſe 
remonſtrances, and for the preſent, 
xetuſed to give the d— a determi- 


nate 
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nate anſwer, but at the ſame time 
perſevered in perſuading him to lay 
aſide all future thoughts of his 
daughter, as there was too great a 
diſparity of birth, fortune, and age 
between them, to afford any proſpect 
of their living together with that har- 
mony and mutual love, which is fo 
eſſential a conſtitutive of happineſs in 
the matrimonial ſtate. G , who 
faw'with pain the inflexibility of the 
old gentleman's temper, abruptly 
took his leave, heartily curſing the 
unknown author of his bad ſucceſs, 
and vowing revenge on him, when- 
ever he ſhould diſcover him. 
Miſs P had now gained the: 
ſummit of her hopes; ſhe had, at 
leaſt, for a time, delayed G———'s. 
marriage, and though ſhe feared ſhe 
ſhould never be able to break off the 
match, yet reſolved to throw as 
many difficulties in the way as ever. 
ſhe could, To this end, ſhe ſet ſome 
F 4 others. 
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others of her acquaintance to work, 
who found means to inſinuate them- 
ſelves into Miſs W y's favour, ſo 
far, that though they could not ob- 
tain a promiſe of marriage from her, 
it helped at leaſt to defer the com- 
pletion of the d—'s happineſs. Sir 
R—d ſaw plainly the bad conſe- 
quences that might flow from ſuch 
a number of ſuitors, who continually 
haunted his houſe, and was appre- 
henſive that ſome one or other of 
them would carry his daughter a- 
way. He therefore. judged it moft 
prudent to change his dwelling, and 
retire to ſome unknown place, toge- 
ther with Miſs W——-y ; and while 
he was thus deliberating what to do, 
he wrote the two following letters, 
one to G , the other to the 
ſuppoſed clergyman, 
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* My Lord, | 

I canndt but behold with grief, the 

manner in which my daughter and 
myſelf ſuffer, and, excuſe me for, 
taking this freedom with your grace, 
the principal ſource af all our an- 
xiety flows from your having paid: 
ycur addreſſes to her. I beg there- 
fore of you. my lord, to lay aſide. all 
thoughts of her, as I am determined 
ſhe ſhall for the preſent remain ſin- 
ple, or if ſhe does make choice of a 
huſband, it ſhall be one of the ſame 
profetiion as her, tather. It would 
give me inexpreſſible ſatisfaction toy 
ſee her. welt diſpoſed 'of, but at this. 
time there appears no likelihood 
of it, ſo that the moſt prudent ſtep 
can take is, to remove her to a. 
place where ſhe will: be ſafe from. 
the danger which hangs over her 
head. I have no ambition to hear: 
of two rivals fighting: a duel on my 
Gyghter's account, neitfer” dò I dẽè- 
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fire td be the common talk of every 
body, who ſhould ſay that 1 took 


delightin having my child ſurround- 

ed with ſo many lovers. - 
May 15, I am, my Lord, 

1769, Your lordſhip's moſt 

obedient humble ſervant, 

R. W 


* 


The letter Mi's W——-y's father 
wrote to the ſuppoſed parton, was 
to the following purport : 


1% Rev. Sir, 

* I hope you will not take it ill, 
that I acquaint you with a refolution 
I have taken, not to marry my daugh- 
ter yet. I forſee that many incon- 
veniencies would accrue from. it, and 
therefore both. for my own peace of 
mind, and to obviate all appearances 
of partiality, I do not intend to give 
my conſent to any man to have her 
now. You certainly have the. beſt 
right 


* 
* 
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right to her, as being a clergymanz. 
a dignity which ſurpaſſes all earthly 


benours. But the apprehenſion! of 


what may follow from you, or any 
other perſon, marrying into our fa- 
mily at preſent, makes it impoſſible 
for me to acquieſce with your deſire. 
My daughter will very ſhortly be re- 
moved to a place, where ſhe will 
have no cauſe to fear being torment- 
ed as ſhe is at preſent. | 
I remain, with all due reſpect, 
Rev. Sir, | 
Your. moſt humble ſervant; 
R. Wy,” 


The reader will find it very hard 
to conceive what different emotions 
the above two letters cauſed in the 
perſons to whom they were directed. 
The d— was ſtruck dumb with. 
grief, ſorrow ſeemed to have taken 
up it's perpetual reſidence in his heart, 
lo much did he I himſelf 
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to his anxiety. Annabella on the 
contrary, felt all the joy, and con- 
tent imaginable. She was too much 
elevated, to be able to conceal the 


| 3 ſhe took in the ſucceſs of 


er plot. She could not refrain from 
boaſting in public of it, and was ſo 
indiſcreet as to diſcover the moſt 
minute circumſtances. G——, to 
whom a pretended friend of Miſs 
P , told the ſtory, reſolved to 
have ample revenge for the inſult 
ſhe had put on him, and ſwore he 
would never leave off perſecuting her 
till ſhe ſufficiently attoned for it. He 
ſent her a card, ordering her to come 
to his houſe immediately, When 
the arrived, he met her at the foot 
of the ſtairs, and conducted her to a 
28 chamber, where both being 
cated, he began the following diſ- 

courſe. 
* am much furprized, Madam, 
that you ſhould preſume to act by 
; L e 


te 4 

the manner you do: what authority 
have you to do in this manner? you 
have croſſed me in a moſt weighty 
affair and you rejoice at it. I have 
given you no cauſe for. ſo. doing; 
but ſince you have behaved in this 
manner. know, that you thereby 
have loft that title you formerly had 
to my favour, and which you will 
never repair, unleſs you endeavour 
to make me amends, by doing all 
you can to bring about a reconcilia- 
tion with that lady to whom I was 
on the point of being married, when 
your plots' deprived me of the hap- 
pineſs I was juſt going to enjoy. 

Annabella anſwered only with ſighs 
and tears, till G enraged at 
her ſilence, extorted from her this 
reply; 
e You cannot but be ſenſible, my 
lord; that the love I have ſhewed on 
all occaſions, could not ſuffer me 
tamely to ſee you claſped in the _— 
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of another; I was diſtracted at the 
thoughts of being denied all further 
acceſs. to your houſe, which certainly 
muſt be the cafe, whenever you 
marry any other woman, and that 
cauſed me to proceed in the manner 
L have done. TI once flattered my- 
felt to have the greateſt aſcendency 
over your heart, of any woman in 
the world, but to my great mortifi- 
cation find I have been deceived. I 
ſhall, however, give you no farther 
trouble, or interrupt your intimacy 
with any one elſe, whom you chule 
to take to live with either as a miſ- 
treſs or a wife. Adieu falſe man, 
for ever adieu. III go far from 
hence, where Ill weep in filence 
over my hard fate, in ſome remote 
place, where it will be impoſſible to 
diſcover my abode.” Having ſaid this, 
ſhe got up directly, and went out of 
the houſe, leaving the d--- highly 


— the 1 reſolution. 
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G---.-- having, as be thought, 
entirely got rid of Annabella, re- 
newed his ſuit to Miſs W 
with greater ardour and. better. ſuc- 
ceſs than before. Her father now 

rfectly reconciled to him, received 
him with the ſame kindneſsas former- 
ly, and gave his conſent that they 
thould be married in a. month's time. 
An unlucky affair happened which 
put off the marriage, which was at- 
tended with a diſcovery, that had 
like to have entirely ruined the d— 
in the good opinion of the W y 
family. Sic R d was taken ill 
of the gout, to which he was very 
ſubject, and he was ſo bad, as to leave 
no room to hope for his recovery; 
and his indiſpoſition continuing very 


long, the marriage was obliged to be 
deferred. In the mean time Anna- 
bella, by the advice of a female 
friend, ſet on foot the following pro- 
ject, flattering herſelf that _ 
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her attempt failed, ſhe ſhould moft 
certainly raiſe ſuch an obſtacle in his 
way, as would not be eafily removed. 
She wrote a letter to Sir Rd, 
deſiring leave to viſit his daughter on 
a buſineſs of the greateſt moment, 
and which nearly concerned the fu- 
ture peace and happineſs of his ſa- 
mily; and therefore begged he would 
indulge her with the favcur of half an 
er private converſation with the 
ung lady. 

This letter ſigned with a fictitious 
name, no ſooner came to the old 
gentle man's hands, than after read- 
ing it, he ordered the bearer to de- 
fire her to come as ſoon as ſhe con- 
veniently could. She obeyed the 
fummons, dreſſed herſelf; and went 
to Sir Rd s houſe that afternoon. 
- When tea was over, ſhe took a 
walk into the garden with Miſs 
W——y, and being come into the 
ren part of it, where no body 

Da could 
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could overhear her, ſhe gave the 
d—'s intended ſpouſe a ſuccinct ac- 
count of every thing that had paſ- 
ſed between her and G ---, dur- 
ing four years intimacy together; as 
alſo how capricious he was, never 
being able to keep wholly to one wo- 
man, but always ſeeking to betray 


any one, over whom he had the leaſt, 


influence. - She invented a great 
number of things which the pretend- 
ed to have heard from his moſt in- 
timate friends and acquaintance, and 
in ſhort ſaid every thing ſhe could to 
prejudice that family, to which he 
was going to unite himſelf, ſtrongly 
againſt him. The clergyman's daugh- 
ter liſtened very attentively to all 
Miſs P ſaid, and when ſhe had 
done ſpeaking, thanked her very 


politely for the information ſhe had 


given her, and deſired, as a favour, 
that ſhe would relate to Sir R d 


what ſhe had told her. Annabella 
acquieſced, 
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acquieſced, and they both went im- 

mediatcly 10 the old gentleman's 

apartment, where ſhe repeated all 

ſhe had ſaid concerning the d— to 
his daughter in the garden. 

He very complaifantly thanked 


Miſs P for the account ſhe 
gave him of his intended ſon-in-law, 
and although he attributed her laying 
open ſo many of G s pri- 


vate tranſactions to a motive of re- 


venge, ſo common to women, never- 
theleſs he was not ſorry to hear from 
her on mouth, as he judged, an im- 
partial narration of her lover's pro- 
ecedings. This ſcheme would cer- 
tainly have had the deſired effect, 
had not G, who heard of it 
from another quarter, prevented its 


ſucceſs, by a ſtroke of the moſt re- 
fined policy imaginable. He re- 
tired to his country houſe, where he 
pretended-a ſevere fit of illneſs, and 
procured a friend of his to * a 
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letter to Sir R 
told him, that although ſome part 
of Annabella's relation was undoubt- 


edly true, ſhe had notwithſtanding 


mingled ſome improbabilities with 
it, which alone were ſufficient to 


tender her whole diſcourſe ſuſpicious: 


that, as he did not expect to ſurvive 
the diſorder he was now afflicted 
with, he earneſtly prayed the old 
gentleman would condeſcend to 
make him happy before his death, 
proteſting that he ſhould then die 
peaceably; or, if he ſhould ever get 
over his preſent infirmity, he ſhould 
aſcribe the cure to Sir R d's con- 
deſcending to comply with bis re- 
queſt. | | 

Miſs W y's father was now 
incapable of reſolving what was beſt 
to be done. The young lady ſin- 
cerely loved the d—, and what Mis 
P had told her concerning him, 


had made ſa deep an impreſſion on 
her 


— d, in which hs 
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her mind, that ſhe was overwhelmed 
with ſorrow for having entertained 
a paſſion for a man, who, if his miſ- 
treſs's veracity might be relied on, 
would very likely make a very bad 
hufband. She concluded that ſhe 
ought toſubmitentirely to her father's 
determination in this critical poſture 
of affairs, and to do nothing without 
firſt conſulting him. He was pleaſ- 
ed at his daughters fubmiſſion' in 
this point, and deferred anſwering 
G — s letter, till he had con- 
ſulted ſome truſty friend on this im- 
portant ſubject. 

Thoſe whom Sir R -d adviſ- 
ed with on this occaſion repreſented 
to him, that although what had been 
advanced againſt the d-—, might be 
true in part; yet did they not in the 
leaſt doubt, but that much had been 
faid proceeding merely out of ma- 
lice ; that they feared he had gone 
000 far to be able to retreat "0 

and. 


to the marriage, as G 
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and therefore they judged it would 
be moſt prudent to give his conſent 
would 
be obliged to allow her an handſome 
ſtipend to live on, in caſe he ſhould 
be baſe enough to part with her, 
without her doing any thing to pro- 
voke him to ſuch a behaviour. That 
if ſhe was divorced from him, ſhe 
would be entirely at liberty to pur- 
ſue her own inclination: in the choice 
of a ſecond huſband; and that the 
nobility might perhaps take um- 
brage at this ſeemingly affected de- 
licacy Thele reaſous appeared too 
weighty to Sir R d, not to in- 
fluence him ſo far as to acquaint the 
d---, that he was now retolved to 


| beſtow his daughter on him, and 


that he only waited the recovery of 
his health to celebrate the nuptials. 
G now once more reinſtated 


in the old gentleman's favour, wait- 
ed a few weeks, till his pretended in- 
| diſ- 
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diſpoſition might be ſuppoſed to 
have left him, and then returned to 


London; where he went firſt to the 
izouſe of Sir R— d, who received 


him with the higheſt marks of re- 


gard, and told him, that nothing 
thould ever make him revoke the pro- 
miſe he now made his g—, of giving 
Miſs W—— y to him. The day 
was again fixed for the marriage, and 
preparations were made to cele- 
brate it with all the ſplendor and 
maguificence which the occaſion 
ſeemed to require. It was, how- 
ever, obliged to be deferred a little 
longer for the following reaſon. 

A public rejoicing day being near 
at hand, a nobleman to ſhew his 
loyalty* to his ſovereign, cauſed pre- 
parations to be made at his country- 
ſeat at Hackwood-park in Hanis to 
celebrate a grand feſtival, in honour 
of the royal family ; to which ſeveral 
-of them, together with almoſt all the 
nobility 


— 


.. 
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nobility were invited. G pre- 
vailed on Miſs W —y's father to 
be preſent at this entertainment, to- 
gether with his daughter; they both 
acquieſced and ſet out in the d— s 
carriage. 

It would be needleſs here to give 
the reader a long account of the 
magnificence with which they were 
entertained at Hackwood, let it 
ſuffice to obſerve, that every thing 
ſurpaſſed their expectations. G 
diſtinguiſhed himſelf on the occaſion 
by the ſingular attention he paid to 
her, who in a few days was to make 
him happy in the poſſeſſion of her 
charms. It was remarked that he danc- 
ed with her once, when he was 
deſired by an unknown perſon in the 
habit of an old woman to lead up a 
country dance. This unknown 
perſon as the ſcquel will ſhew, was 
no other than Annabella, who had 
procured to be invited, that ſhe 

might 
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might obſerve the d—'s carriage 
without being obſerved. 

_ Miſs P>—— took an opportu- 
nity of ſlipping a paper into the 
hands of her faithleſs ſwain ; the 
contents of which were to aſſure 
him that this was the laſt time 
ſhe ever intended to be preſent 
where he was; that ſhe had been 
prevailed on to come there, that ſhe 
wight be an eye witneſs of what 
common report had related of him; 
and that having ſatisfied her curio- 
ſity though to her great mortifica- 
tion, ſhe ſhould bid him an eternal 
adieu; and, however difficult, ſhe 
would endeavour to forget ſhe had 
ever known him. 
This letter cauſed ſuch a change 
in the perſon who received it, that 


it was viſible to every one there 


ſomething very extraordinary had 
happened, though nobody could 
divine the cauſe; Annabella having 

con- 
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conveyed the epiſtle to him in ſo ſe- 
cret a manner, that it was not per- 
ceived by any one. 8 

The counterfeit old woman, whoſe 
letter had given the d— ſo much 
uneaſineſs, took her leave the next 
morning, and ſet out for London. 

Her abſence, however, from Hack- 
wood, did not reſtore tranquility to 
67's mind. He had long flat- 
tered himſelf that Annabella had 
entirely baniſned him from her 
thoughts; but alas! he found ſhe 
was reſolved to pin herſelf on him 
at any rate. What to do he knew 
not, he at length determined (if ſhe 
would conſent) to marry her to a 
gentleman, a dependant on him, and 
to whom he allowed five hundred 
E per ann. as a recompenſe for 
aving ſquandered away ten thou- 
land a year in his company. He 
deferred the execution of what he 
d meditated 'till his arrival in 
G town, 


2 | 
fown, and then ſent for the intende 


ſpouſe of Miſs P 
acquainted with the d—'s motive for 
ſending for him, he agreed to his 
propoſal, provided G—— would 
continue his penſion, give him a 
-portion with the lady, and ſet him 
down a handſome legacy in his laſt 
Will; this was all granted, and the 
day was appointed for the wedding. 
It now only remained that G—'s 
miſtreſs ſhould comply, but this was 
Found to be no eaſy taſk. 
MMr. 8—, the gentleman whom 
the d— had pitched on for her huſ- 
band, undertook to perſuade her to 
gratify G in his requeſt, His 
endeavours proved of little avail ; ſhe 
was obſtinately bent on refuſing the 
embraces of any other man, after ſhe 
had been diſcarded by the d—, and 
. . plainly told him it would be to no 
purpoſe to urge her any longer to do 
a thing which was her greateſt aver- 


fion, 


„who, being 


( 
1 
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ſion. She further added, that it wah 
not out of a diſlike to his perſon, that 
ſhe gave him this denial, but purely 
in conſequence of a reſolution ſhe 
had taken of never having any man, 
after the ill uſage ſhe had experi- 


'enced, during the courſe of her ac- 


uaintance with G, whoſe 
ill returns for the love ſhe had al- 
ways ſhewn for him, made her en- 
tertaia ſo confirmed a hatred for the 
male ſex. | 

.Mr. 8 finding it impoſſible to 
ſucceed, returned to 4. d—, and told 
him, how unſucceſsful his embaſſy 


had been, and adviſed him to diſ- 


courſe the matter with her himſelf, as 
his more perſuaſive arguments might 


obtain that which it was next to im- 


poſiible, could ever be. compaſſed by 
any one, who had leſs aſcendency 
over her. G——— was heartily 
vexed at this repulſe, and to give her 
ſome idea of his reſentment, he diſ- 

G 2 patched 


patched a footman to her with the 
following lines. | 


« Madam, | : 
* Your late behaviour at Hack- 
wood, has given me more uneaſineſs 
than any thing you could have done, 
or ſaid to me, concerning me. Will 
you never know your own. intereſt 
better? You are an enemy to your- 
felf, and while you flatter yourſelf 
that you are doing me a prejudice, 
you are heaping miſery on' yourſelf. 
Jam your only reſource; from me 
you draw*your chief ſupport. A 
tender regard for you, will not ſuffer 
me to ſee you want, but know that 
1 ſhall endeavour to overcome that 
love I have hitherto entertained for 
you, and abandon you to yourſelf. 
Come to my houſe this afternoon, 
and we'll talk farther on this ſub- 
in 0, . 
Annabella 


| A... 
Annabella having read the letter, 
reſolved to pay the d— a vifit im- 
mediately, and accordingly dreſſed 
and followed the ſervant to his maſs 
ter. When ſhe came there, ſhe found 
G in a very ill humour, as 
indeed ſhe might well expect. He 
ordered her in an imperious tone to 
follow him into a private room, and 
when they were ſeated, he began to 
reproach her very ſeverely with the 
favours he had conferred on her. 
Called her ungrateful for having ſo 
often thwarted him in his deſigns cf 
marrying ſome other lady ; and with- 
al told her, he was able to make her .. 
___ ſorely of her proceedings. 
That if ever ſhe preſumed to infinu- 
are herſelf ſo far into the acquaintance 
of any woman, whom he had choſe 
for a partner for life, as to hinder the 
ſucceſs of his engagement, ſhe muſt 
from that moment look on him as 
her enemy. He concluded by telling 
G3 her, 
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her, that in caſe, ſhe complied with 
what . be enjoined her, ſhe ſhould 
always find a friend in him, ſo far as 
a handſome. allowance for a main- 
tenance reached, which, however, 
ſhe would be in danger of loſing, as 
often as ſhe ated contrary to — 
he had juſt demanded of her. Hav- 
ing — ſpoke, he bid her go home, 
and weigh well what he had ſaid, 
and in tis manner they parted. 

Miſs P in obedience to the 
d—'s commands, returned to her 
lodgings, ruminating all che way on 
his diſcourſe. When ſhe came home, 
ſhe ſhut herſelf up in her apartment, 
where ſhe. was ſcarce ſeated, when 
ſhe fell into a ſwoon. As there was 
no one near, ſhe remained ſometime 
in this condition before ſhe recover- 
ed. When ſhe came to herſelf, ſhe 
began to conſider. what, ſhe had belt 
do; and, as ſhe knew by experience 
eh os f 2 . , 
war iretting would be of little ſervice 

to 
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to her in her Gtuation, ſhe reſolved 
to bear her ſufferings with as much 
philoſophical indifference as - ſhe 
could; and ſeek out ſome new. lo- 
ver who would behave in a kinder 
manner, and with more honour than 
G——— had done. 

A few days after, walking one day 
in the Park, meditating on her cir- 
cumſtances, ſhe was accoſted by Mr. 
8 „whom the d— had, as we 
have already ſeen, pitched on for 
her huſband. They fat down toge- 
ther, and ſhe. began to relate what 
had lately paſſed between her and 
her former keeper; he was greatly 
ſurprized, and condoled with her 
upon it. He told her, however, 
that if ſhe would accept of him as 
a huſband, he would make her the 
happieſt of women, and that ſhe 
| might have no reaſon to doubt the 
veracity of what he ſaid, he gave her 

) the following account of himſelf. 
G 4 Im; 
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am, madam, by birth a gen- 


tleman, my father Col 8 gave 
me an education equal to thoſe of 
much nobler birth. It was his de- 
fire I ſhould be a clergyman, and 
therefore ſent me to the univerſity. 
My inclinations, however, were bent 
another way, ſo that after four years 
ſpent at Cambridge, I returned to 
London ; where, by my father's in- 
tereſt, I procured a lieutenancy in a 
regiment of horſe: I here fell into 
all extravagancies common to the 
gentlemen of the army; and my fa- 
ther not being willing to allow me 
what I thought neceflary to defray 
my expences, I fold my commiſſion, 
and with the money 1 got for it, I 
ſupported myſelf as long as I had one 
ſhilling remaining. ln vain did I 
apply to my father and relations for 
ſaccour, they were all of them fo 
highly offended at what th y called 
my profeſſion, that they unanimouſly 

| | determined 
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determined not to afford me any re- 
lief. In this dilemma, I reſolved to 
try what ſucceſs I might have with 
my ſormer companions ;' but on 
application to them, I found to my 
ſorrow, that all, except one, on ac- 
count of my preſent poverty, deſert- 
ed me. To him I addrefled myſelf, 
and he having liſtened attentively to 
the account I gave him of my miſ- 
fortunes, generoully gave me an in- 
vitation to go and live with him, 
which I accepted of with great joy; 
and that very day took poſſeſſion of 
an apartment prepared for my re- 
ception; and I received the moſt 
genteel and friendly uſage in his 
ooo during a year that I lived with 
un | 
« To give you a ſketch of his cha- 
rater, he was a gentleman poſſeſſed 


of many natural advantages, improv- 


ed by education and travel. He had 
a ſound judgment, acute penetra- 
a U'$ tion, 
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tion, and a polite addreſs; his perſon 


Under theſe excellencies, however, 
was a baſe heart. He was a com- 
pleat hypocrite, and was judged to be 
what he was not, by warmly com- 
mending what he did not practiſe. 
He was thoroughly well verſed in 
intrigues, and too well knew what 
would pleaſure, allure, and capti- 
vate the fair ſex. He ſearched into 
their foibles, then attacked, and 
ſeldom failed of accompliſhing his 
deſigns on their virtue. 

I might have lived with him 
longer, had we not differed on my 
refuſing: to lend my aſſiſtance in a 
| ſcheme he had formed of debauch- 
ing a young woman of ſixteen years 
of age; the remembrance of which 
fills me with ſo much horror, that 
I can hardly relate it to you. 

« We were at his country houſe, 
a a time when the inhabitants of a 
* + BvBeigh⸗ 


was amiable, and his wit engaging. 
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neighbouring village had a wake] 
accidentally we paſſed through the 
village, in our return home from a 
ride we had taken round the coun- 
try. Curioſity made us ſtop at a 
houſe to behold the mirth of the pea- 
ſants. We had not been there long 
before he ſpied out - a young girl, 
beautiful as an angel, and he took ſo 
much delight in gazing on her, that 
his eyes betrayed the deſign he had 
already formed in his heart of ruin- 
ing her. He informed himſelf of 
every particular relating to her fa- 
mily, and as ſoon as we came home, 
ſent her father a wealthy farmer, a 
letter, to deſire he would permit him 
to pay his addreſſes to his daughter. 

« The old man, ſurpriſed at the 
contents, looked at his daughter, as 
expecting an anſwer from her, but 
ſhe could give no reply, but bluſhed, 
He reſolved to pay a viſit to him, and 
taking his horſe, arrived at our houſe 

8 6 the 
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the next morning - before we were 
vp 
buſineſs, he faid he could not give 
his conſent that his daughter ſhould 
marry one ſo much above her, alledg- 
ing as a reafon for his not complying 
with my friend's requeſt, that the 
alliance propoſed was not confiſtent 
with the honour and intereſt of a 
nobleman : he added, that his daugh- 
ter's obfcurity, and his lordſhip's 
grandeur, her poverty and his wealth, 


would ill agree. She having no 


other portion than her virtue, a for- 
tune, though the greateſt in the 
world, of little account in an age of 
licentioufneſs. He defired leave to 
requeſt of him to think no more of 
her, and to place his 2 ffections where 
they would be more agreeable to his 

friends, and in the end moſt pleaſing 


to himſelf. 
* The 


« Having acquainted us with his 
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© The father here left off ſp eak⸗ 
ing, and 12 lord eite to 
gain his conſent, but to no purpoſe; 
and he took his leave, ſaying, he 
could not agree to ſo unequal a match, 
as he apprehended the moſt ſhock- 
ing conſequences of his daughter's 
future ill uſage, not only from her 
huſband, but alas from his rela- 
tions s, who would always be reproach- 
ing her with her mean deſcent. He 
was, in a word, ſo obſtinate that we 
could ſay nothin g capable of inducing 
him to change his ſentiments, and 
he went away, leaving the nobleman 
highly diſſatisfied at his declining 
the acceptance of his generous and 
honourable offer. 

After many repeated ſolicitations, 
in vain, to bring the farmer over to 
give his conſent, he communicated to 
me the deſign he had of raviſhing 
her, and defired me to help him in 


completing his villainous ſcheme, 
| He 
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He found me however averſe to his 
r which greatly chagrined 

im, as he looked upon it, I would 
not refuſe him any thing, as being 
waolly indebted to him for my ſub- 
ſiſtence. My honeſty, however, 
was proof againſt every motive which 
intereſt, or the proſpect of approach- 
ing miſery, which 1 was in danger of 
falling into, if I diſobliged him, on 
whom was my ſole dependence; and 
I determined not to be in the leaſt 
acceſſary to the perpetration of ſo foul 
a crime. The reſult was, that find- 
ing he could not perſuade me to act 
conformable to his intentions of ſe- 
ducing the girl, he ordered me im- 


 mediatly to quit his houſe? I obey- 


ed, and I came to town, with ve 
little money in my pocket, the whole 
of my finances amounting only to 
five guineas. 
« I had thoughts at firſt of engag- 
ing to write for ſome attorney, 1 ar 
- n I ha 
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had formely known in the ſunſhine 
of my proſperity, but they all refu- 
ſed to employ me, and every one 
ſeemed aſhamed of my acquaintance. 
It was, however, my good fortune 
to know a Bookſeller, to whom 1 
had been very kind in recommending 
him to-all my friends, by which he 
had got a great deal of money. I ad- 
dreſſed myſelf to him, and he imme- 
diately employed me to compile 
books for him, at a handſome weekly 
ſalary. Not long after this, a near 
relation of ine dying, a large eſtate 
devolved to. me, and I left my em- 
ployment, and reaſſumed my former 
way of life. In three years time I run 
through all that had been left me, 
and I was once more reduced to my 
ſhifts. As I had ſpent the greateſt 
part of my fortune with the d— of 
——, he was the only one of all 
my acquaintance, who ſhewed me 
any countenance in my misfortunes ; 
. | 26 
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and as I was reduced very low, he 
had the generoſity to allow me five 
hundred pounds a year, . which ena- 
bles me to keep genteel company, 
and I am well received by all the 
nobility. He propoied to me to mar- 
ry you, and you are not a ſtranger 
to the conditions-of the marriage. If 
you are not againſt the match, I 
ſhall eſteem it the mott fortunate 
event of my life to be piſſeſſe d of ſo 
valuable a tre-ſure as you are.” 

Miſs P. , who had hitherto 
liſtened with the greateſt attention 
to his diſcourſe, told him her 
reſolution of not marrying at all, but 
that ſhe would live with him, on the 
ſame footing, which ſhe had done 
with G , and, in conſequence of 
which, ſhe gave him direction where 
ſhe lived; and from that time they 
commenced a ſtrict intimacy toge- 
ther. She could give no. other rea- 
ſon for refuſing to become his 70 
* | . an 
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than that in caſe he at any time 
ſhould uſe her ill, ſhe might be more 
at liberty to leave him, than if ſhe 


weile married to him. He was ſatiſ- 


fied with her excuſe, and they viſited 
each other very often. 


One day ſhe deſired him to relate 


to her the manner in which lord 
had proceeded to compaſs his 
deſign of ruining the country far- 
mer's daughter; he anſwered, that 


his lordſhip. employed an old pro- 
cureſs, who had be en ſerviceable to 
him more than once on fimilar occa- 
ſions, who came down into the coun». 


try at his deſire on that account: She 
was to appear in the character of his 
aunt, and ſhe went along with him 
ſeveral times to viſit the honeſt far- 
mer, who dreamed little of the ma- 
chination the nobleman uſed to de- 

ccive him. 
My lord was now become ſo inti- 
mate with the father of the country 
girl, 
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of raviſhing her. She ſtruggled, 


„ J- 
girl, and always behaved with fo 
much good nature and freedom, that 
the old man almoſt repented that he 
was not his ſon-in-law, The pre- 


_ tended aunt who always accompa- 


nied his lordſhip when he went to 
the farmer's houſe, ſeemed alſo very 
fond of the old man's daughter ; 
and one day, when the father was 
in a gayer Lander than uſual, ſhe 
defired the favour of him, that he 
would permit his. daughter to paſs a 
few days with her and her nephew, 
proteſting no harm ſhould come from 
his indulging her in ſuch a requeſt. 
This was conſented to, and then 
began the guilty ſcence. She lay with 
the wicked woman whom lord 
had ſuborned with a purſe of gold to 


| betray her; and, in the middle of 


the night, he entered the chamber 
where ſhe was, and there perfected 
the wicked intention he had formed 


cried 
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cried. out, and did all ſhe could to 
hinder him. No one came to her 
aſſiſtance, all the ſervants, who were 
acquainted with the plot, having re- 
ceived orders not to appear on pain 
of being diſmiſſed from their places. 
The next morning he tried all the 
ſoothing ways he was capable of to 
apologize for what had paſſed. She 
was however inflexible, and her fa- 
ther when he heard how baſely the 
nobleman had acted, determined to 
proſecute him for it ; but as there is 
too great an inequality between a 
peer and a peaſant, the cauſe was 
never brought to a trial, and the re- 
compenſe the poor diſconſolate f- 
ther had for the loſs of his daughter's 
bendur, which was irretrievable, 
was an annuity of an hundred pounds 
a year, which my lord was prevailed 
on to ſettle on him during his life, 
in order to huſh up the matter. 


Anna- 
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Annabella, happy in the enjoyment 
of ſo complaiſant, and good natured a 
keeper as Mr. 8—, had almoſt forgot 
the cruel manner in which the d 
had treated her, and congratulated 
herſelf. on the happineſs ct her pre- 


ſent ſituation. G , however, 
found out, to his no ſmall diſplea- 
ſure and mortification, that another 
was admitted to the ſame familiarities 
with her which he had before parti- 
cipated; and therefore began to con- 
trive a way how to take revenge on 
her paramour. Altho he had aban- 
donęd her for the young lady whom 
he now courted, yet he loſt all pa- 
tience when he conſidered, that there 
was another whom to all appear- 
ance, ſhe loved as much as him. He 
was, however, miſtaken in this 
point, as Miſs P had given him 


repeated aſſurances that ſhe would 
never allow any other man thoſe li- 
berties he was permitted to take with 

her, 
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her, as long as he continued conſtant, 
The d— ſent for Annabella and her 
keeper, and told them both, that on 
account of their living together, he 
would inſtantly withdraw the pen- 
ſions for which they were indebted 
to him, unleſs oy! nnen, 
parted. 

This was a ads point ; they both 
loved each other, and nothing but 
the fear of loſing their annuities could 
have ever prevailed either on G—'s 
miſtreſs, or Mr. S——, to ſeparate. . 
They obeyed the d——,':however, 
ſo far as not to live together any lon- 
ger in the ſame houſe, though they 
often ſaw each other, and had the 
precaution always to meet at diffe- 
rent places, to prevent 100 * 
that might ariſe. 

Mr. S——;: though he loved 
Annabella with all the tenderneſs 
that a man could entertain for a miſ- 
treſs, yet his income, conſiderable as 

| It 
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it was, proved too ſmall to anſwet 
all the demands of his charmer. Her 
extravagance was too great for one 
who-had only five hundred pounds 
a year to ſupport it. She had as ten- 


_ - deraregard for him as he entertained 
for her, and ſuffered not a little from 


the cruel reflection that ſhe muſt be 
obliged 'to make another happy in 
the participation of her favours, while 
ſhe was engaged to Mr. S—, She 
began now to caſt about to find ſome 
rich perſon on whom her beauty would 
make ſo great an impreſſion, as to in- 
duce him to allow her a handſome 
competency, , This ſhe ' kept a pro- 
found ſecret from Mr. S—, and it 
was not long before ſhe found one 
to anſwer her purpoſe. 

She had been at 'Mary-le-bon 
Gardens one evening, in company 


with ſome more ladies of her own 


profeſſion, and, while they were at 
rl an elderly gentleman accoſted 
them, 


= 
them, deſiring leave to fit down b 
them. He appeared charmed wit 


Annabella's pleaſing - converſation, 


who, from his behaviour, judging 
him, to be a man of gallantry, gave 
him, of her own accord, an invitation 
to come to her houſe; and during 
the whole time they were in the gar- 
dens, ſought by all the alluring arts 
ſhe was capable of, to engage her- 
ſelf ſtill more firmly in his affection. 
He was married to one, who, in 
her youth, had really been very 
beautiful, and age had not entirely 
deprived her of her charms. She 
was good-natured, affable, had a 
large ſtock of good ſenſe, and being 
no ſtranger to her huſband's amorous 
diſpoſition, having ſeveral times diſ- 
covered- his intrigues, ſhe could not 
be ſuppoſed to have remained a long 
time ignorant of the intimacy that 
ſubſiſted between him and another 
woman, This gave her great unea - 
ſineſs 
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fineſs, as ſhe was naturally very jea- 
lous, though at the ſame time poſ- 
ſeſſed of every qualification requiſite 
for the happineſs of the married 
ſtate. This made her reſolve to per- 
ſecute Miſs P=—— to the utmoſt 
of her power, whoſe ſuperior beauty 
had thus robbed her of her huſband. 
She formed a ſcheme of revenge, 
which had it met with the deſired 
effect, would have terminated in the 
inevitable ruin of Annabella. She 
had her ſpies conflantly on the watch, 
who always kept a ſtrict eye over 
her huſband's conduct. 
They brought her word one day, 
that ber huſband had made an ap- 
pointment to go to Windſor with his 
new miſtreſs, and that he intended 
to ſtay abroad three days. This mor- 
tifying account furniſhed her with an 
opportunity « f being an eye witneſs 
of - what.ſhe ſo much dreaded to ſee. 
The day of her huſband's intended 


journey 
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journey at laſt arrived, and he was no 
ſooner gone out, than ſhe ſet out for 
the ſame place he was going to in a 
poſt chaiſe, which ſhe had hired for 
that purpoſe, and ſtopped by chance 
at an ian, oppoſite to the houſe whi- 
ther he and Miſs P were o 
come. 

She waited their coming near tuo 
hours, when to her great ſatisfaction 
ſhe at laſt ſaw them alight They 
were ſhewn into a pariour, where, ſo 
, great was her impatience, ſhe ſoon 
let them know ſhe had had previous 

notice of their aſſignation, by appear- 
, ing before them. Her huſband was 
thunder-ſiruck, he would as ſoon 
8 have deſired to ſee her dead, as to 
meet her in that place, when he was 
in company with a woman of Anm - 
n bella's character. Mrs. al- 
s lowed him no time to ſpeak in vindi- 
yo cation of the ſtep he had taken; ſhe: 
loaded him with reproaches, -and 
Jy TH: 6 vowed = 
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vowed ſhe would commence a pro- 
ſecution againſt her whom he had 
choſen for his miſtreſs. The confu- 
ſion Miſs T — was in on this 
occaſion, cannot eaſily be expreſſed. 
As ſoon as ſhe was able to ſpeak, 
ſne told the injured lady, that, how- 
ever ſhe might appear to her, ſhe 
was nevertheleſs not ſo culpable as 
might be imagined, ſince ſhe had not 
ſought by any means to draw Mr. 
from the embraces of his 
wife, and that as he had of his own 
accord, made profeſſions of love to 
her, the could not with any colour 
of reaſon be blamed for liſtening to 
the advantageous propoſals he had 
made her of a genteel ſettlement. on 
condition that ſhe would conſent to 
live with him. She then related all 
the particulars of their firſt meeting 
together, and concluded with a ſo- 
lemn aſſurance of never ſuffering him 
any more to vilit her. 

Mr. 


Mr. B—, who notwithſtanding all 
his failings, was a man of the ſtricteſt 
honour, confeſſed thathis intrigue with 


Annabella was to be attributed entire- 


ly to himſelf, ſhe not having taken any 
one ſtep to induce him to keep her 
company. He therefore deſired his 
wife to direct all her reſentment to 
him alone, and not make Miſs P— 
the innocent victim of her revenge. 
Mrs. B was after ſome time pa- 
cited, and Annabella giving repeated 
aſſurances that ſhe would from that 
hour break off all further intercourſe 
with Mr. B , ſhe was perfectly 
ſatisfied, and having dined together, 
they all three returned to London in 


the ſame carriage. 


Not long after this adventure, Miſs 
P went one evening to a noted 
tavern near Cove it-Garden, where 
meeting with the ſon of a rich Eaſt 
India merchant, her converſation ſo 
enchanted the amourous youth, that 
H 2 he 
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He requeſted ſhe would tell him 
where ſhe lodged, that he might, as 
often as his buſineſs -would permit 
him, enjoy the pleaſure of her com- 
any. 

Annabella, who deſired ncthing 
more than to meet with one who 
would ſupport her in a genteel man- 
ner, did not heſitate one moment to 
comply with his requeſt, and told 
Him ſhe hoped to ſee him the next 
day. He promiſed not to fail com- 
ing, and took an opportunity of ſlip— 
ping into her hand at parting a bank 
note of fifty pounds. 5 

he had now met with a man ſhe 
had long deſired to find, and pro. 
miſed herſelf great advantages from 
his acquaintance. He went to her 
at the time appointed, and ſhe hai 
the addreſs to make him fign a paper, 
by which he obliged himſelf to o!- 
low her five pounds a week for lier 
maintenance, beſides ſurniſhing in 
the 


| C19. ) 
the moſt elegant manner a houſe, he 
had hired for her, and of which he 
agreed to pay the rent. Miſs P—— 
now reſolved to quit all engagements 
with any- other man, and behaved 
with ſo much- indifference er her for- 
mer lover Mr. S as plainly 
demonſtrated, that ſlie was biaſſed 
more by ſclf-intereſt than by any 
regard ſhe had ever teſtified for him. 
He, who was almoſt weary of her, 
was not ſorry at this opportunity of 
entering into a cloſe intimacy with a 
celebrated courtezan, who from the 
number of her admirers, was en- 
abled to beſtow her favours on whom 
ſhe liked at a cheaper rate. 

Miſs P now enjoyed all the 
happineſs ſhe could wiſh. Beloved 
by the merchant's ſon, who out of 
fondneſs could not deny her any 
thing ſhe aſked, She had now more 
money: at her command than even 
when ſhe was kept by the D—— of 

H 3 G— 
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G——, and in proportion as her 
income was raiſed, ſhe grew more 
and more extravagant in er man- 
ner of living. Her new keeper, not- 
- withſtanding his great love for her, 
ſoon found that his allowance was 
much too ſmall for her to live on, 
and being unwilling to give her any 
more, he determined to turn her off. 
In conſequence of this reſolution he 
ſent her the following letter, with a 
bank note of 100]. encloſed in it. 
«© Madam, 
“This is to acquaint you, that our 
intimacy muſt end from this time. 
Had you been more moderate in 
your demands on me for money, it 
would have laſted much longer. I 
ſend you the incloſed, which is the 
laſt favour of that kind you may ex- 
pect. Make uſe of it with more 
rudence, than you uſually do of 
theſe ſort of preſents, | 
% Your's, L.“ 
Anna- 


n | 

Annabella, who did not expect ſuc 
a ſtroke from her keeper, who had 
hicherto ſhewed her' ſo much ten- 
derneſs and love, was quite amazed 
at it, As ſhe had now nothing more 
to expect from the young Eaſt Indi- 
an, it was her principal concert to 
find ſome other lover on whom her 
charms could make an impreſſion 
that might be mare permanent. It 
was not long before her endeavours 
were - crowned with ſucceſs. She 


went with other ladies of the ſame 


calling to Greenwich, where walk- 
ing in the park, ſhe was overtaken 
by a footman, who told her, that he 
was ſent by his maſter's orders, to re- 
queſt the favour of her company to 
drink tea, he having ſomething to 
communicate to her, giving at the 
ſame time proper directions where 
his maſter lived. 5 

She could not conceive what this 


meſſage could mean, but however 
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the interpreted it in her own favour - 
ſuppofing that fortune had another 
admirer in her way, whoſe genero- 
fity would make her ample amends 
for the loſs ſhe had ſuſtained of her 
laſt lover. She was not miſtaken ; 
he had ſeen her that day, as he was 
taking an airing on horſeback, and 
from that time he ſet eyes on her, 
entertained a deſire of poſſeſſing her. 
She was received with all the polite- 
neſs and complaiſance ſhe could have 
expected, and he having acquainted 

. her with the reaſon of his ſending 
fort her, ſhe immediately gave her 

conſent, and only defired time to 
ſettle ſome affairs, neceſſary to be 
. adjuſted before ſhe quitted London, 
to go and live with him. This he 
readily agreed to, and ſhe accepted of 
his chariot, which he offered her, to 
return home to town. She ſoon got 
every thing in readineſs, and at the 
end of four days, rejoiced her new 
keeper 


n 
keeper by ſettling herſelf in the apart- 
ments he had allotted for her in his 
own houſe. 
He wis a captain of a Man of 


War, and, agreeable to the humour 


of ſeveral of theſe gentlemen who- 
follow the ſea, had always remained 
fingle, chuſing- rather to enjoy the 
ſweets of matrimony in that manner; 
than be-troubled with the inconve- 


niencies, which too often attend that 


ſtate. His diſpoſition was noble and 
generous and he never imagined he- 
ſafficientlyrewarded any woman who . 
continued faithful to him. His new 
miſtreſs therefore reſolved to omit 
nothing that ſhe thought would af- 

ford him delight. He on his part did 
all that lay in his power to pleaſe 
her, and there was not one enjoy- 
ment, which his profuſe fortune was 


able to allow her, which ſhe was 


not through his bounty made par- 
taker of. They did not however 
. live. 


-- 
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live long in this comfortable ſitua- 
tion, before they were obliged to 
part on a double account. The firſt 
cauſe of their ſeparating was, his re- 
ceiving orders to go to Jamaica with 
a fleet, which was fitting out at 
Portſmouth, deſtined for that ſtation, 
and which was on the point of ſail- 
ing. The other, and more cogent 
motive of his parting with her, was 
on account of having diſcover'd an 
Intrigue which was ſecretly, carried 
'on between her and the captain of a 
ſhip trading to Turkey. It was 
found out in the following manner: 
they had for ſome time held a clofe 
intimacy together, and Annabella had 
never yet indulged him with the fa- 
vours ſhe had beſtowed upon the 
captain ofthe Man of War. He had 
with great perſuaſion prevailed on her 
to conſent to gratify him in what he 
had ſo long, and fo ardently wiſhed 
for, and which ſhe had hitherto al- 
| ways 


e 
ways thought proper to deny him, 
for fear of it's coming to the ears of 
her keeper. She ſupped on board 
his veſſel, which lay at Deptford, and 
being elevated with punch and wine, 
ſhe yielded to his embraces, a thing 
ſhe never intended to. do, had ſhe 
been ſober. The next morning her 
keeper, who, on account of her ſtay- 
ing out all night, had not heen a-bed 
recollecting where ſhe had told him 
ſhe was to go and pay a. viſit, went 
on board the Merchantman, where, 
to his great furprize, he found her 
and her lover folded in each other's 
arms, and faſt aſleep. They were 
ſoon awaked by his exclaiming 
«© Oh ! falſe ungrateful woman,” and 
they both appeared fo covered with 
ſhame, that neither of them could 
utter a word for ſome time, The cap- 
tain was the firſt who broke filence, 
and ſpake to the following effect. 
« You could not have diſcovered us 
H 6 in 
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in the preſent ſituation, had it not 
been for my ſervant's negligence in 
not faſtening the cabbin door in a 
proper manner. As you have ſeen 
us together, it will not be improper 
to tell you what brought us ſo cloſe 
along fide of each other. I ſaw the 
pretty frigate of which you are owner, 
and could not reſt till J attacked and 
bearded her. If any fault has in 
this been committed, I only am to 
be blamed, and not ſhe, who reſiſted 
the moſt violent ſhocks before ſhe 
ſtruck, which ſhe did not do, tili 
having poured into her ſuch a broad- 
fide of promiſes, preteſtations of love, 
and aſfurances of treating her in the 
handſomeſt manner I could, as ſhe 
found it in vain obſtinately to hold 
out any longer, ſhe at length yield- 
- oi 
The captain of the man of War 
returned a ſhort anſwer to this, im- 
parting, that, © Since he had be- 
rats; 
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haved ſo honourably as to take all 
the guilt on himſelf in order to ſcreen 
her from the too juſt reſentment he 
ought to have for her infidelity to 
him, he ſhould the more readily 
pardon him; but as for Annabella, 
no motive whatever ſhould induce 
him to look on her with the ſame 
regard he had done before,” 

Mits P who by this time was 
recovered of the fright her keeper's 


preſence had cauſed, attempted to - 


{.cak in her own behalf; it was to 
no purpoſe; he appeared deaf to all 
the arguments her rhetoric made uſe 
of; he was tnexorable to her prayers 
and intreaties to be reconciled, and 
ordered her to pack up her cloaths, 
and go away directly. She with great 
reluctancy obeyed, and received no 
other favour from him at parting than 
an order to receive 200 l. of a banker 
in London. 

N She 
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She was now once more deſtitute 
of a keeper, though not of money. 


Her ſtock of that valuable commo- 


dity amounted to near 4001. as ſhe 
had been very frugal, during her 
reſidence at Greenwich. She had 


alſo a great number of jewels, and a 
large wardrobe of rich cloaths. 


Many would have eſteemed them- 
ſelves very happy in the poſſeſſion of 
ſo much money, and other valuable 
effects, but Miſs P —, who 
eſteemed all theſe things as mere dirt, 
was ſo laviſh in her expences, that 
at the end of fix months her whole 
ſtock was reduced to 20 l. She now 
began, for the firſt time fince her de- 


Parture from Greenwich, to look out 


for a new paramour, whoſe genero- 
ſity would ſupport her in all the af- 
fluence ſhe had hitherto enjoyed. 
Fortune was once more favourable to 
her, and pointed out one who was 
rich enough to give her a better ſa- 

lary 
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lary than any one elſe ſhe had hi- 
therto met with. He was a Barriſ- 
ter at Law, very wealthy, and who in 
every reſpect was a complete miſer, 
except in the profuſe donations he 
made to his miſtreſs. He was very 
old, tho' by his behaviour he would 
fain have been eſteemed young. In 
a word, he was what the vulgar uſu- 
ally ſtile a fumbler, and would pay 
an exorbitant price for what he could 
not enjoy. 

Annabella was more delighted with 
her preſent keeper, than ever ſhe had 
been with any one who had kept 
her company before, He was even 
ſo condeſcending as to permit her to 
have as many more lovers as ſhe 
pleaſed, She did not let flip fo fair an 
opportunity of enjoying the company 
of a counſellor, who had long ſoli- 
cited her, but whoſe income was too 
ſcanty to afford her a maintenance 
ſuitable to her profuſe way of living 
£7, out 
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out of it. She, who was far from 
being of a mercenary diſpoſition, 
made the Counſellor oftentimes pre- 
fents out of what the old man libe- 
rally beſtowed on her, and only 
defired in return, that he would con- 
tinue faithful to her. This he pro- 
miſed to perform in the moſt folemn 
manner, and for a long time kept 
his word. He was however one of 
thoſe whoſe love after a certain dura- 
tion cools, and by degrees loaths the 
object it once adored ; he had ſeen 2. 
woman of the town whoſe beauty 
had ſtruck his imagination fo ſtrongly 
that he immediately refolved to get 
acquainted with her, and to that 
purpoſe made it his bufineſs to look 
tor her in all the taverns and bagnios 
which are the uſual rendevouz of 
thoſe ſort of ladies and their lovers, 
After a long and fruitleſs ſearch, he 
one day accidentally met her in Fleet- 
ſtreet, He ſaluted her reſpectfully, 
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told her he had ſighed for an oppor- 
tunity of acquainting her how ten- 
derly he loved her, and begged ſhe 
would give him the honour to wait 
on her to the tavern, where he could 
talk more freely to her, than in the 
ſtreet, She at firſt abſolutely refuſed 
to go along with him, but at length 
' pretending to be overcome by his per- 
ſuaſions ſhe followed him. 

When they were come to the 
tavern, he called for wine, and or- 
dered an elegant dinner to be pre- 
pared. While they were at table the 
whole converſation rolled on the ſub- 
ject of love, and he ſeemed ſo deſir- 
ous of enjoying what he had ſo 
care fully, and for ſo long a time ſought, 
that he grew impatient till the mo- 
ment came which made him, as he 
expreſſed it, completely hoppy. They 
agreed to meet at that houſe every 
day, and having made her a hand- 
ſome preſeut, chey parted 8 

we 


1 
well ſatisfied; he for having compaſ- 


ſed his deſign of having a private 


interview with her, and ſhe, that ſhe 


had found one, who, as ſhe thought, 


was able to pay very handſomely for 
the favours ſhe had beſtowed on him, 
and which he believed no other per- 


ſon was partaker of. 


He did not however keep his 
amour with Miſs M—, for ſo his other 
miſtreſs was called, fo profound a ſe- 
cret, but that it, after a ſhort ſpace, 
reached the ears of Annabella. She 


was highly offended at this be havi- 


our, tho' ſhe did not diſcover any 
marks of reſentment, *till ocular de- 
monſtration confirmed that for a 
truth, which report had given her 


toom to ſuſpect. She often ſolici- 


ted him to come oftener to her, 
and gently reprimanded him for the 
indifterence he ſhewed to enjoy her 

company, when ſhe was never happy 
in his abſence. His evaſive anſwers 
ſoon. 
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ſoon convinced her of what ſhe fo 
much hated to hear, and in a violent 
. paſſion ſhe told him, ſhe would take 
an opportunity of diſcovering who 
ſhe was, who had ſo great a ſhare in 
his affection, which ſhe alone ought 
to enjoy, who had ſo liberally be- 
ſtowed the moſt valuable preſents on 
him: that gra itude at leaſt ought to 
have made him forſake all other wo- 
men; and further added, that could 


ſhe find out the guilty fair, ſhe 


would make her ſuffer ſeverely for 
preſuming to a place in a man's heart, 
which ought to be entirely devoted 

to her. G 
She was as good as her word ; ſhe 
had her ſpies conſtantly abroad, who 
brought a faithful account of their 
moſt minute proceedings. They ne- 
ver met at any place but ſhe knew of 
it. and ſhe reſolved to ſurprize them, 
when they leaſt ſuſpected. She had 
been told that Miſs M—— had been 
arreſted 
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arreſted for a large ſum of money 
due to her mantua-maker, and that 
not being able to give ſufficient bail, 
ſhe was confin'd inthe King's-bench, 
and that the young Counſellor had 
been among all. his acquaintance try- 
ing to borrow the ſum neceſſary to 
ſet her at liberty. This Annabella 
heard with pleaſure, ſhe hoped he 
would alſo ſolicit her bounty on this 
preſſing occaſion. She was not de- 
ceived in her hopes, he aſked the 
fame favour of her, pretending he 
wanted the money to diſcharge a debt 
which had been due a Jong time, 
and for which, if he did not imme- 
it,, he was in davger 
of being thrown into priſon dhe 
made ſome difficulty at firſt in com- 
plying, but at length conſented. to 
end him the money. 

He had no ſooner obtained it, than 
he flew to the place where his dear 
miſtreſs was, and ſhewed her the 

| gold 
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gold he had borrowed. She was 
overjoyed at the fight of it, and de- 
fired him to ſend immediately for 
her creditor, that the debt being 
cancelled ſhe might quit that hate- 
ful place, He obeyed, but did not 
find the mantua maker at home, and 
therefore was obliged to ſtay till 
ſhe arrived, which was not till very 
late in the evening. This delay 
gave Miſs P an opportunity of 
putting a deſign in execution, which 
when effected gave him and his 
miſtreſs as much perplexity as they 
had ſuffered before. 

Annabella took out a writ againſt 
the Counſcllor, and ordered the 
catchpoles to watch about the pri- 
ſon-door, 'till they ſhould ſee him 
and Miſs M— come out, and 
then ſeize and carry him to a ſpung- 
ing-houſe, which being done, they 
were to bring her immediate notice. 
This they performed punctually, and 
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Miſs M had the mortification 
to find him in the ſame dilemma, 
from which, with ſo much difficulty, 
he had releaſed her. To add to her 
grief, ſhe was not permitted to fol- 
low him, the bailiffs having received 

orders to hinder her from ſo doing. 
He had ſcarce entered the officer's 
houſe, betore Annabella appeared : 
ſhe laughed heartily at his ſufferings, 
and, with an air of derifion, told him 
ſhe was glad to ſee him there, com- 
mended his elegant taſte in making 
choice of ſo handſome an appartment, 
and boped that he would find it fo 
agreeable, as to continue there a 
long time. She then changed her 
tone, and having made a recapitu- 
lation of his repeated ingratitude to 
her for the favours he had received, 
{wore ſhe would never admit of any 
bail, or ſuffer him to be ſet at liberty 
on any other cendition, than that of 
paying the money down upon the 
nail. 


8 1 

nail. He tried to ſoften her by 
prayers and intreaties, but ſhe was 
inflexible: he acknowledged his 


guilt, vowed never more to give her 


occahon of complaint; ſhe conti- 
nued inexorable, and at length left 
him to bemoan his miſery by him- 
ſelf, 


No friend appearing during the 


courle of a fortnight, who was in- 
clined to aſſiſt him, he was removed 
to the Fleet, where he remained fix 
months, without any other ſupport 
than what he earned by writing a 
poem, which he ſold to a Bookſeller. 
Miſs P now began to relent, 
and reſolved to ſet him free. ſhe 
accordingly went to the place of his 
confinement, paid the goal fees, and 
he came out. She gave him beſides 
a bink note of twenty-five pounds, 


but would never be prevail: d on to 
admit of his vits, 


Miſs 
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Miſs P 's keeper, the old Bar- 
riſter at law ſoon after died, and left 
her an annuity of 5001. a year, in 
return for her favours. After this 
ſhe met with many other adventures, 
as having been kept by two foreign 
ambaſſadors viz. the Ruſſi in and 
French, the latter of whom ſhe diſ- 
obliged by ſuffering him to diſcover 
an amour between her and his ſe- 
cretary : to give a particular account 
of all which would ſwell this book 
too much beyond its intended limits, 
we ſhall therefore content ourſelves 
with adding two more only of ber 
intrigues, and then proceed to relate 
what paſſed between her and the 
d—— — of G the laſt time ſhe 
was at his houſe, with the laſt letter 
ſhe wrote to him, which we can on 
no account 'omit, on account of its 
authenticity. 
She took lodgings i in ſtreet, 
when ſhe ren.wed her former ac— 
quaintance 


1 
quaintance with an actor at one of 
the theatres, whe formerly belonged 
to a company at Bath, where ſhe 
firſt ſaw him. She was prevailed 
on to accompany him to one of thoſe 
peſts of ſociety a bagnio, where 
there enſued the moſt ſhocking ſcene 
of riot ard debauchery that ever 
could happen, and which had like to 
have put an end to the life of An- 
nabella. Mr. M the actor had 
invited Miſs P to ſup there one 
evening, and a friend of his one 
Mr. D was alſo engaged. They 
drank freely, and Mr. M o- 
poſed, that both ſhould lie with her. 
This ſhe ſtrenuoufly refuſed, and ac- 
cordingly went to bed with Mr, 
M She was not a great 
while before ſhe went to ſleep, and 
| the actor, who kept awake on pur- 
pole, no ſooner perceived it than 
getting up ſoftly, he opened the 
chamber-door, and let Mr. D 
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In, 8 going out. Mr. M—'s 
friend, Who Was not yet undreſſed, 
was too impatient to wait to take off 
his cloaths, but jumped into bed juſt 
as he was. He had no ſooner laid 
down by the fide of Miſs P———— 

than the awoke, and finding Mr. 
M was gone, and that another 
remained in his place, ſhe was go- 
ang to ſcream out, when the actor's 
friend bid her be filent, and yield 
Auietly to his deſires, . or elſe he 
would cauſe her to repent of her 
imprudence in calling out, and pro- 
ceeded to accompliſh that by vio- 
lence, which he could not obtain 
by fair means. He took a pen-Knife 
out of his pocket, and wounded her 

jn the moſt ſhocking manner. IIe 
then left her to herſelf. She lay in 
this ſad condition till the next morn- 
ing, when a ſurgeon was ſent for by 
Mr. M-; he ſearched. the wound: 


ſhe bad receined, and declaring it 
his 
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his opinion, that tho they were not of 
themſelves mortal, yet unleſs ſhe 
were in a place where ſhe would not 
want proper care and attendance, 
ſhe could hardly ſurvive them ; it 
was agreed on to ſend her in a chair 
to Mary-le- bone. 

When ſhe arrived ſhe was imme- 
diately put to bed, and a ſurgeon, 
phyſician, apothecary and nurſe were 
ordered to attend her. No body was 
allowed to ſpeak to, or come near 
her, except thoſe, and ſhe remained 
ill four months, before ſhe was able 
even to walk acroſs the room, The 
ill treatment ſhe had met with at the 
bagnio, had thrown her into a high 
fever, and ſhe was light-headed to a 
degree that the nurſe was ſeveral 
times apprehenſive ſhe would do 
ſome miſchief to herſelf, if not 1 
vented by her being continually 
in the room night and day. At 
length, however, ſhe recovered by 

I 2 degrees 
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degrees, till at laſt ſhe became az 
well as ever. As ſoon as ſhe was 
reſtored to her health, ſhe immedi- 
ately returned to London, and pro- 
ceeded to make diligent ſearch after 
the villain who had uſed her in ſo 
barbarous a manner. All her en- 
quiries were fruitleſs, he having that 
morning quitted London, and arriving 
in a poſt-chaiſe at Liverpool, he 
immediately embarked for America, 
and was never afterwards heard ct. 
Annabella's acquaintance perſuaged 
her to have Mr. ——-. apprehended 
and made to anſwer in a court cf 
Judicature, for as much as he hal 
been inſtrumental in the injury ſhe 
had ſuffered : this ſhe declined for 
ſeveral reaſons, principally: becaut 
he was no farther an accomplice n 
the outrage committed againſt h 
than by having carried her to th! 
bagnio, which ſhe apprehended wi 
not ſufficient to condemn him 

gully 
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guilty. She feared alſo that it might 
reflect too great a ſcandal on her 
character, if ſhe was publickly - 
known to have been, in company 
with one, who was looked upon in 
ſo ill a light by every body that 
knew him, that only the moſt ab- 
ject amongſt all the ſiſterhood would 
have any thing to ſay to him. She 
therefore judged it moſt prudent to 


let the matter drop. 


She was very cautious however 
afterwards, what company ſhe kept, 
as fatal experience had ſufficiently 
taught her the ill conſequences that 
flow from an intimacy with perſons 
of ſuch abandoned lives as the actor 
and his friend. To be as far re- 
moved from the danger as poſſible, 
the changed her lodgings, and hircd 
a firſt floor in a ſtreet near Groſve- 
nor- ſquare, and kept herſelf very 
retired, till ſhe had, by her enqui- 
ries, found out the characters of all 
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the gentleman whom ſhe had any 
view of making a lover of, and ſhe 
remained alone two or three months. 

Annabella went one day to her 
milliner's, and on her return home, 
croſſing the WAY, her foot ſlipped, and 
ſhe falling down, it was ſome time 
before ſhe could riſe again, having 
fprained her ancle. A gentleman 
accidentally paſſing by where ſhe 
was, took her up, and conducted her 
ſafe to the other fide of the way; 
when being unable to walk home, 
he procured a chair for her, and 
walked by the fide of it till ſhe ar- 
rived at her lodgings, He would 
have quitted her there, but ſhe in- 
vited him up into her apartments, 
ſaying, ſhe would nct ſuffer him to 
50 away in that manner aſter havin 
behaved with ſo much politeneſs, 
She further told hira, ſhe hoped they 
would be better acquainted, and even 


went ſo far as to give him a general 
invitation 


. | 
invitation to her houſe as often as he 


pleaſed, | | 


He had too much penetration not 
to diſcover what ſort of a perſon 


Miſs P was; her coquettiſh be- 
haviour was an evident ſign of it, 
and fome looſe expreſſions refleCting- 
on modeſty, which ſhe uttered, ſoon 
gave him to underſtand that he would 
be under no neceſſity of ſoliciting: 
her twice to grant him the ſame fa- 
vour, which the was willing enough 
to grant at the firſt asking. He was 
young, handſome, had a great deal 
of wit, and, what above every other 
qualification, pleaſed Miſs P „ 
his ſole pleaſure lay in gallantry, He 
had courted ſeveral young ladies in. 
his life time, had promited marriage 
to ſeveral, but had always deceived 
them, even ſome who had been weak 
enough to yield him a full enjoyment. 
of their charms. | 


I. 4 He: 
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He had juſt attained his five and 
twentieth year, and was poſſeſſed of 
a large eſtate in the Weſt-Indies, 
which had devolved to him by the 
will of an old uncle, who died at 
Antigua. His father and mother 
were no more when he entered the 
fourth year of his age, ſo that he was 
placed at a boarding- ſchool under the 
tuition of a pious / clergyman, whole 
admonitions he always regarded, 
till, as he grew more in years, the 
bad example of others had cor- 
rupted his morals. He removed to 
the univerſity, where, inſtead of pur- 
ſuing his ſtudies with the ſame ar- 
dour as formerly, he gave himſelf 
up intirely to vice; and, ſhocking to 
relate, he reproached himſelf as of- 
ten as he was told of any wicked- 
neſs that had been committed, fer 
not having been guilty of the like. 
He was in ſhort a profeſſed libertine, 
extravagantly diſſipating his wealth, 
and 


77 
and never paying any debt he cons 
tracted, unleſs torced thereto, either 
by threats of a Pp: iſon, or an actual 
arreſt. 

Miſs P—, tho' ſhe was ignorant of 
his name, was no ſtranger to his 
private character, and nothing could 
have induced her to admit of his vi- 
fits, but the being at that time deſ- 
titute of a keeper; for the annuity 
left her by the old Barriſter was 
too ſmall to ſupply all her wants. 
She therefore became his miſtreſs, 
and ſhe was allowed fix guincas a 
week. He tock a country houſe for 
her at Turnham-green, cauſed a new 
equipage to be made for her, and, 
in ſhort, indulged her in every thing 
ſhe could deſire, 

Annabella however did not know 
that Mr. was already engaged 
to marry a young lady, whom he 
had for a long time been acquainted 
with. She was the daughter of an 

15 ancient 
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ancient gentleman, who lived at Lu- 
ton, in Bedfordſhire, He had paid 
his addrcfles to her, and ſhe had re- 
ceived them in ſuch a manner, as 
pave him the moſt ſanguine hopes 
of poſſeſſing her, whom, in the tran- 
ports of his love, he ſaid, was the 
only woman with whom he ſhould 
ever enjoy the happineſs which re- 
ſults from the union of two hearts; ſo 
ſtrongly attached were they to each 
other. Her father approved of the 
match and conſented to their nuarriage, 
which was ſhortly to be celebrated. 
He had been at Luton. at the houfe 
where his charmer's father dwelt, 
for a fortnight, on a viſit to him, and 
the old gentleman had pratified the 
requeſt he had ſo often repeated of 
giving him his daughter in marriage 
and only permitted Mr. T to 
leave his houſe on account of ſet- 
tling ſome affairs concerring the 
ſettlement he was to make on his 

intended 
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intended bride: he returned into the- 
country after having adjufted every: 
thing in a manner agreeable to the- 
noble family to which he was going- 
to be ſo nearly related, and the day 
after was appointed for the come. 
pleating of his happinefs, 

The evening before they were: 
to have been married, being alone 
in an arbour with her, he attacked 
her virtue, which he had never be- 
fore attempted, in. the following 
terms. You know, my dear Ma- 
ria. that to-morrow is the happy 
day, which makes you entirely mine. 
Words cannot expreſs: my joy on 
that occaſion j but alas! my love, 

why ihould we defer, the pleafure- 

we both:ſo ardently wiſh to taſte of 
one moment longer, let us rather 
anticipate it, by uniting ourſelves. 

now by a ſtronger tye, than any ce- 
remony of the church can bind us. 
with. In a word, my joy, my life 
* I. & my 


. 
my ſoul's only delight, conſent now 
tq crown me with celeſtial happi- 
of You cannot, will not, refuſe 
de what I ſo anxiouſly beg you 10 
grant. Make me then completely 
bleſt with that now, which inſtant 
death will deprive me of the power 
of enjoying to-morrow.” The young 
lady bluſhed, remonſtrated on the 
impropriety of ſueh an action, and 
ſaid ſhe would rather die than com- 
.mit a crime, the remembrance of 
which would for ever give her pain; 
.and intreated him, by all the powers 
in Heaven, to deſiſt from his enter- 
prize. All the arguments ſhe made 
-uſe of to diſſuade him from this raſh 
attempt were uſeleſs, he was reſolved 
to go through with it, and finding 
he could not ſucceed by prayers and 
.intreaties, he proceeded to force. 
She began to cry out, and ſome peo- 
ple drawn thither by ker ſhrieks, 
would have prevented him from ex- 
ecuting 


gentleman from thele circumſtances, 
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ecuting his horrid deſign, had he not 
had the precaution to put his hand- 
kerchief before her mouth, toſtifle the 


noiſe ſhe made, and then ſeverely 
perpetrated the full crime he had 


long meditated. 


When he hd. thus ſhamefully 
gratified his luſt, he walked to an. 


.other part of the garden, leaving her 


lying on the graſs in a ſwoon. A 


fervant accidentally coming that way 
ſoon after he had left her, preceivin 
ber diſtreſs, ran to her, and with dit 


ficulty raiſed her from the ground, 


and placed her on a green bench 


which was near, and did all he could 


to revive her. She no ſooner came to 
| herſelf, than a flood of tears plainly 
ſhewed her heart was oppreſſed with 


grief, He conducted her more dead 


than alive into the houſe, where her 
father was the firſt perſon they met, 
to whom the ſervant recounted the 


manner of his finding her. The ol 


and 
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and from the fighs ſhe continualſy 


uttered, and the tears which flowed 


trom her eyes, concluded all was hot 
right, that ſome violence had been 
offered her, and wulied in his own 
mind that Mr. T-— had not been 
allowed to be with her alone in the 


gaplien. Her being in that condi- 


tion, and he abſent from her, at a time 


when he ought to have been near to 


aſſiſt her, joined to ſome incoherent 
ſentences, which the mingled with. 
her ſobs, ſerved to confirm his. 
ſutpicions z and he diſpatched a foot- 


man into the garden, to tell Mr. T——, 


that he requeſted to fee him. Mr. 
T—, conſcious of what he had done, 


had made his eſcape to London. 


How great was the grief of the family 


when they found he was gone] The 


o'd father wrung his hands, tore 
his hair, and wept abundantly over 


his poor daughter. whom he no lon- 


ger doubted to have teen ſeduced 


by the gentleman who was to have 


deen 
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been her huſband. He reſolved to 


find him out and puniſh him ſevere- 
ly, for having debauched his daugh- 
ter, and if poſſible make him marry 
her in recompence; and in the mean 
time he forbore to reproach Maria for 
her too eaſy compliance with the de- 
ſires of a man, who only fought and 
contrived her ruin, 

His ſearch after Mr. T——, was 
not altogether in vain he met him at 
a coffee- houſe in London, and Joudly 
complained of the injury he had done 
his family, proteſting, that if he did 
not immediately give him his word 
of honour to marry her whom he 
had ſeduced, he would make him 
obnoxious to all the puniſhment the 


law inflicts in ſach caſes; that he 


was determined to ſpend the laſt 
farthing of his eſtate in vindication of 
his daughter's honour and character. 
Mr. T , intimidated by the 
threats uſed by the father of Maria, 
conſented tefore credible witneſſes to 
ſulfij 
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fulfil his promiſe of marrying- her 
and agreed to ſet out directly for Lu- 
ton for that purpoſe. The old gen- 


tleman rejoicing that he had (as Le 
flattered himſelf) gained his point, 
fearful that any delay might be at. 
tended by bad conſequences, ſet out 


that inſtant for the country wich him, 
and to make more haſte, they went 
in a poſt-chaiſe and four. When they 
arrived at Luton, they found Ma- 


ria ſick a- bed. She had been indiſ- 


poſed ever ſince the day in which the 
fatal accident happened, and the 
phyſicians gave little or no hopes of 
her recovery. She only ſurvived the 
return of her father and her raviſher 


three days; the ſight of him who had 


- Tained her ſo damped her ſpirits, 


that ſhe viſibly declined, and at length 
ſabmitted to death, which, alas! was 
the only comfort ſhe had after the 


155 of that ineſtimable treaſure her 
virtue. The whole family ſincere- 
1y lamented thzir loſs, and continu- 


ally 


* no (0 I9$2.0 
ally reproached Mr. T as the 
cauſe of it. He endeavoured to ex- 
tenuate his crime, by pleading the 


willingneſs with which he was come- 


down to marry her; but her father 
interrupted him, ſaying : 

% Villain, ſhe who lies dead, is 
far leſs guilty than yourſelf. Repair 
if thou canſt, the loſs of a good 
and virtuous daughter. Thou didſt 
ruin my daughter, deſpoiled her of 
her virtue, and made her what ſhe 
is. Boaſt not of thy honours nor thy 


anceſtor's greatneſs, thou haſt ſtained 
the | one and: diſgraced the other. 
Kill yourſelf, and then you will do 


both me and your country juſtice. 


Think not villain, that thou ſhalt die 
ia peace; vengeance will purſue thee; 


heaven will pity an injured parent's 
wrongs, and blaſt thee for the per- 
jured deed ; reſtore to me my daugh- 
ter!“ 

The poor old gentleman could go 
on no ſurther, a flood of tears inter- 


rupted 
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rupted his ſpeech; he fell on his 
daughter's body, and for ſome mo- 
ments ſhewed no ſigns of life. He 
was no ſooner recovered, than he re- 
peated to Mr. T what he had 
already faid, and bid him be-gone 
from his preſence immediately. 

The raviſher of Maria obeyed, and 


returned to London, where he was 


fcarce arrived, when he was told a 
25 was commenced againſt 


him for the rape he had committed 


on Maria, He made little account 
of it, being reſolved to obtain a ver- 
dict in his favour by the powerful 


influence of gold, which, to the ſur- 


priſe and aſtoniſhment of all who 
were preſent at the trial, way given 
in his favour, Maria's father ſoon 
died with grief ; and Mr, T 
thought himſelf happy that he could 
now without any reſtraint make 
overtures of marriage to any woman 
who was unacquainted with the 
wrongs Maria had received from him. 
| 7-.-aPÞ 
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An acquaintance of Annabella's, 


who was thoroughly well verſed in 
this affair, did not fail to give her a 
faithful account of every circumſtance 
relating to it, which filled her with 
ſo much horror, that ſhe thereupon 
refuſed ever to ſee him again; return- 
ed him the preſents he had made her 
and told him the motives which in- 
duced her to act in this manner. He 
was ſorely vexed to find ſhe was not 
8 of that amour, as he feared 
ſhe would publiſh it to all thoſe to 
whom it _ as yet. a fecret, and be 
the means of precluding him from 
the affections of any woman, whoſe 
charms could make him reſolve to' 
betray her virtue. This made him 
wiſh he had never had any intimacy 
with her. 

We will now, with the reader's 
ermiſſion, return to the d— of G. 
who was ſtill ſolliciting Miſs W 
to indulge him with her hand, which 


with great difficulty ſhe Was prevail- 
ed 


(188) | 
ed on to do. The d—'s next cire was 
how to get rid of Annabella, in fo 
tecure a manner as to be perfectly 
eaſy that ſhe would never trouble him 
any more, Several projects came 
into his head, he thought of ſeveral 
methods of gaining a point fo eſſen- 
tially connected with his own hap- 
pineſs; but none ſeemed fo feaſible 
as that of obliging Miſs P to 
quit her native country, and ſpend 
the reſt of her days in foreign parts, 
any where out of the three kingdoms. 
This, when ſhe became acquainted 
with it, excited fo great a fury in her, 
that ſhe became delirious. In her 
cooler moments ſhe wrote ſeveral 
letters. to him, repreſenting. to him 
in the livelieſt colours, how tenderly , 
ſhe always had, and till continued 
to love him, that not even his cruel 
behaviour ſhould ever make her 
hate him. That his treatment of 
her was the more unaccountable, as 
ſhe had formerly experienced the 
great 


1 
great affection he had for her. She 
deſired him to reflect how kindly he 
had uſed her, not like a miſtreſs, but 
as the wife of his boſom. That he 
had allowed her the full poſſe fion and 
diſpoſal of all he was worth; that ſhe 
had never wanted for any thing that 
could in the leaſt contribute to her 
pleaſure and eaſe; that ſhe had the ſole 
command of his houſe, and always 
had been acknowledged as a miſtreſs 
by the ſervants. In a word, ſhe 
omitted nothing that might ſtir up a 
remembrance of their former manner 
of livio g; but to her great diſappoint- 
ment, her arguments had no weight 
with him, and to give her a clear 
idea of his being firmly teſolved on a 
final ſeparation, he ſent her the fol- 
lowing letter 
« Madam, 

« On the final difference I had 
with my lady, I connected myſelf 
with you, as one, I thought, whoſe 
8 
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perſonal ind mental qualifications 
were ſuch, as would in a great mea- 
ſare alleviate my domeſtic misfor- 
tanes. My expectations, I muſt do 
you the juſtice to ſay, were perfectly 
anſwered, and it would be perhaps 
difficult even for ill nature to point 
out a ſingle defect in your truth, and 
unwearied aſſiduity to pleaſe me; but 
as I often told you (particularly at our 
firſt interview, that I might have 
nothing in future to charge myſelf 
with) that ſuch a courſe of life was 
unſeemly both in my moral and poli- 
tical character; and that nothing but 
the neceſſity could juſtify the mea- 
ſure; 1 am now to tell you (that 
obſtacle being removed by the laws) 
that all our 22 ties are from this 
day at an end. I have taken care, 
my dear friend, (for I will now to- 
tally throw by the lover) to make that 
eſtabliſhment for you, as will make 
you eaſy in your circumſtances = 
ite 


D 
life; chargeable only with this provi 
ſo, that your refidence be not in 
theſe kingdoms ; the reſt of Europe 
lies at your choice; and you have 
only to ſend me word on your arrival 
where you are, and the next poſt 
ſhall carry you your firſt quarterly 
payment, | 

Aſſure yourſelf that nothing 
could induce me to act in this man- 


ner, but the determined reſolution 1 


have taken, now that it is in my 
power, of ſpeedily entering into cha- 
{ter connections; and that I am, and 


ever ſhall be, with great eſteem and 
triend{hip, | 


Yours, G — 


I cannot help varying a little from 
my ſubject in this place, to make a 
few remarks on the d—'s letter, and 
I hope on account of the ſhortneſs 
of them, the reader will pardon this 
digreſſion. His grace it ſeems is ſo 


very 
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- Miſs P 
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very conſcientious as to abandon his 
beloved Annabella, out of a tender- 
neſs of conſcience, to which he was 
an entire ſtranger before ; the ſupe- 
rior beauty of the divine Miſs W-—y, 
made him determine on parting with 
. How greatly ought 


this act of piety to be extolled ! how 


worthy of imitation ! he has ſet a 


rare example to poſterity, that the 
moſt darling vice among the G——- y 
is now totally laid aſide and that 


they are all unanimoully reſolved to 


content themſelves with the chaſtc 


embraces of their own ladies, with- 
out running after the daughters of 
Babylon. What a glorious figure 
will he make in hiſtory ? His praiſe 
and renown will reach the moſt re- 
mote corners of the earth, and the 
eaſtern ' princes, ſo famous for the 
number of concubines which they 


| Have, by his laudable example, wil 


diſmiſs them all, except one, to 
| whom 


( 193 ) 

whom they will ſwear everlaſting 
fidelity, and J hope obſerve it with 
as much ſincerity as the noble 
d— has done, and propoſes to do as 
long as he lives. 

We will now return to Annabella, 
whom G 's letter had thrown 
into the greateſt diſtreſs. It would 
be a difficult taſk to give a ſuccinct 
account of all ſhe ſaid and did on the 
occaſion. She immediately flew to 
the d—'s where being told by the 
ſervants, they could not give her ad- 
mittance. She bruſhed by the por- 
ter, to his, and all the other do- 
f meſtic's great ſurprize; and run all 
9 over the houſe till ſne found G 
who was ſitting in a penſive poſture 
9 in his ſtudy. He was much ſurpriz- 
ed at ſeeing her there, and with great 
J indignation, aſked ber, how ſhe 

dared thus to break in on his privacy, 
and what means ſhe made ule of to 
enter his houſe, notwithſtanding his 
politive 
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poſitive orders to the contrary. To 
this ſhe replied, that love, ir capable 
of reflecting on what may follow 
from raſh actions, had lent her aſſiſ- 
tance to conquer the difficulties ſhe 
met with in her arduous undertaking. 
That ſhe could not have forborne to 
approach his preſence, howſoever ter- 
rible and ſhocking it muſt be to her, 
though ſhe had died in the attempt. 
That therefore ſhe hoped her dear 
lord would pardon this ank want 
of reſpect, with which ſhe had pre- 
ſumed to break in upon him in this 
manner, and take it for the effect of 
pure love, which would not let her 
depart the realm, without bidding 
him a mournful adieu. 

To all this moving diſcourſe, he 
anſwered only, that it would be more 
conducive to the happineſs of them 
both, that he ſhould perſevere in his 
reſolution; and he adviſed her to 


make herſelf eaſy in conſideration 
; of 


( 195 ) 
of the great domeſtic happineſs that 
would accrue to him from the con- 
nection, he was juſt on the point of 
entering into. He ended, by ſay- 
ing, that if ſhe really loved him with 
as much ardor as ſhe ſeemed to pro- 
feſs in words, that alone would make 
her never trouble him any more, nor 
do any thing that might interrupt 
his perfect enjoyment of that tran- 
quility of mind, he flattered himſelf 
wovld enſue from his marriage with 
Miſs W. | 

6s manner of ſpeaking 
threw his miſtreſs into fits, from 
which he with difficulty recovered 
her without calling any of the ſer- 
vants to, his aſſiſtance, which he 
avoided, that they might not be wit- 
neſſes of the effect which his diſ- 
courſe to Annabella had made on her 
ſpirits. As it was in the evening 
when ſhe went to the d—'s houſe, 
the night was now pretty far ad vanc- 
K 2 1 
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ed, and it not being conſiſtent with 
rudence to let her go home at that 
late hour, G was involved in 
great perplexity. He feared that ei- 
ther Sir R d might come in the 
interim, or perhaps ſend ſome of his 
ſervants with a meſſage, who ſeeing 
Miſs P sin ſuch cloſe converſa- 

tion with him, would relate to their 
maſter the whole of what they had 
ſeen and heard. Upon this he call- 
ed a traſty ſervant, and he ordered 
him to cauſe a private apartment to 
be prepared for Annabella, to which, 
when it was ready, he cauſed her to 
be conducted, and deſired her to de- 
part the next morning as early as ſhe 

poſſibly could, that the domeſtics 
might not be appriſed of her having 
lain there all night; and to comfort 
her the more, he further aſſured her, 
that he himſelf would vifit her as 
ſoon as ever the family were retired 
to reſt, He kept his word, and not- 


withſtanding all that he had faid in 
| his 


1 | 
his letter to her on the impropriety 
ct his having any further connections 
with her; "he plainly underſtood 
from lis behaviour, that a regard to 
bis own conveniency, witheut any 
other motive, induced him to behave 
to her in the manner he had done, 
We mult do the d—— the juſtice to 
confeſs, that though his paſſion for 
Miſs W —-y, was unfcigned, he 
had howevet ftji'l ſome effection 
remaining for Miſs P 8 
teſtified by a letter he ſent her a 
icw days ſter with an incloſed bank 
note of three hundred pounds, in 
which, aftcr having coramended the 

rudence with which ſhe had behav- 
ed at her late interview with him: 
he told her, that as he was be- 
ſtowing favours he was of opi- 
nion that he ought to make her one, 
. was not merely complemen- 
, but rather cf a mote ſutbſtantial 

. than thoſe heconferred on pet- 
K 3 {ons 
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obe was not attached by 
the ſtrong motive of affection, as he 
Was to her. He repeated his earneſt 
intreaties, that ſhe would haſten her 
departure from England as much as 
poſſible, and not lay him under a 
neceſſity of purſuing other meaſures in 
order to accelerate her journey, which 
he muſt certainly do, if ſhe failed to 
pay a prompt abedience to his or- 
ders. | 

This preſent, however agrecable 
to her, did not ſet ber heart at caſe. 
She ſighed in vain for the Jofs of him 
"who ſtill remained maſter of her moſt 
tender affections; and the poſſeſſion 
of all the rich treaſures of the Indies, 
could not ſatisfy her for the loſs of him. 
It was however in vain to contend 
with the torrent (as ſhe called it) of 
her adverſe fortune, and ſhe reſolved 
to ſubmit, how much ſoever it might 
coſt her; and in the mean time ſent 


bim the following letter. 
| | My 


uy 


( 199 ) 
% My very dear Lord, 

% For I will not indeed I cannot 
—retalitate your coldneſs, nothing 
could have ſurpriſed me more than 
your letter. It is very true you did 
inſinuate on our firſt connection, that 


it did not totally agree with your prin- 


eiples and ſituation, as you were then 
married. I admitted evety force of 


this reaſoning, knowing how, in one 


of your axalted character, appearances 


ſhould be ſupported. 
But, my lord, little did I think 


when that marriage was diſſolved, 


and the odium which attended our 
connections conſequently fo, that 


your affections could ſo mechanni- 


cally abate, as in an inſtant thus to 
ſacrifice the lover to the ſordid con- 
ſiderations of intereſt or public opi- 


nion. 


I can readily place your deſire of 
parting with me to the love of varie- 


ty; but my lord, what am I to ſay to 
that 


(bs ) 

that part of your letter, wherein you 
inſiſt /as I ſhall forfeit every future 
claim to your munificence) on my 
leaving theſe kingdems? Am I to 
attribute it tv malevolence or ill-na- 
ture. No, my Lord. the actual ſuf- 
fering of this ſevere ſentence / cruel 
as It is) ſhall not wring from me this 
confethon. I will call it the lapſe 
of the heart, the fault of conſtitution, 
or any other ſofter name that will 
cover the perſon I hold deareſt in 
the world, from the unnatural /yet 
too often affociated) titles of ſeducer 
and proſecutor. 1 

« Miſtake me not, my dear lord, 
that I want to z ead a remiſſion of this 
ſ: tence from the cruelty of being 
dc.ven from my native kingdom tho 
I think this ſhou'd have an effect on 
_yourfeclings) Iurge it on a principle as 
much more refined, as it is diſtraCting ; 
that of being ſeparated for ever from 
the mar, not tae lord of my choice, 
5 * Though, 
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© Though my pride won't permit 
me to ſue for the recovery of a heart, 
which I find is ſo obſtinately detach- 
ed from me; yet, my lord, ſuffer me 
this poor conſolation to live in the 


ſame kingdom with you. Give me 


ſome time to mitigate a paſſion you 
firſt inſpired me with; and though I 
find I muſt bid adieu to the tranſports 
of love, let me hope for the calmer 
delights of friendſhip, and do not at 
once overwhelm. me with all the 
agonies of poſitive - neglected ſepara» 
tion. 

V„ou inform me in the cloſe of 
your letter, of your ſpeedily entering 
into chaſter connections. — I am reſign- 
ed. - And may your future lady love 


like me but never meet with ſuch 


returns! May every hour of yours 
be heightened by proſperity, and may 
the happineſs of your domeſtic cha- 
rafter ever keep place with your 
public one, Prays 

| The unfortunate.” 


Here 


1 — 
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= Here end the | memoirs of Miſs 


Ann. P s; who went through 
a viciſſitude of fortune, which many 
not endowed with her fortitude would 
have ſunk under the weight of. If 
this books meets with the approba- 


tion of the public, the author will 


e reaſſume the taſk of pre- 
enting them with ſome more wor- 
thy their notice. In the mean time 
he humbly craves their kind accep- 


* 


tance of what he has wrote purely 


for their amuſement. 
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